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the Navy, and why should the Senator refer to 
me, as chairman of the Naval Committee, imply- 
ing a censure, when he says Congress is to blame | 
for our inefficient Navy, and he knows the fault 
does not lie with me, but with the other House of 
Congress? 

| censure no one, nor any branch of the Gov- 
ernment; but state a fact, which cannot be con- 


six hundred miles in extent is filled up with an 
adventurous people, who have the privilege of 
vathering the rich fruits which lie along side 
them, you cannot keep down these expeditions 
without an efficient naval force. And I[ say, 
further, that when’the President issues a procla- 
mation of this nature, he should ask Congress for | 
power to enable him to see that proclamation exe- 
cuted. It is our duty to prevent such terrible 
catastrophies as took place at Havana, where | 
fifty American citizens were shot down like dogs; 
and as has recently occurred in Mexico, where, 
according to the last information we have received, 
these forty-five individuals who invaded Lower 
California were put to death, 

I know perfectly well that these expeditions are | 
calculated to cast a stain upon the country; and 
the Executive will, when called upon, dome the 


| 
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ty 
| to increase the Navy forsome purpose, and, among 
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| other reasons, because it is shown that a navy 


|of the Navy. 


troverted, that so longas that coast of one thousand || 


is required to prevent the citizens of the country 
from violatirg the laws of the country. Now, 
sir, I deny that absolutely and positively. I am 
no enemy to an increase of the Navy, provided 
the Navy is increased for the legitimate purposes 
I understand the legitimate pur- 
poses of our Navy, in time of peace, to be simply 
to protect our commerce; and I agree in the policy 
of the late Administration, and of the present Ad- 
ministration, that when they can safely and pru- 
dently employ a portion of the Navy in the nav- 
igation of foreign seas and the explorations of 
foreign waters, for the purpose of increasing our 
commerce, it is a legitimate use of it; because 


| nothing gives a greater stimulant to the products 
| of the country than the means of commercial ex- 


change abroad. 
Now, I understood the Senator from California 


further to say, or at least [ gathered from what 


fell from him after I came into the Senate Cham- 
ber, that he thought it was not the part of the Ex- 
ecutive to have issued this proclamation until he 


first provided there a competent force. 


justice to state that ever since I have been here, || 


[ have been urging him to exercise the whole of 
his power in supplying the deficiency of the Navy 
on the Pacific coast, by chartering vessels to pre- 


those engaged in them from being put to death on 
a foreign soil without trial. The people of Cali- 
fornia are no more in favor of lawless expeditions 
than citizens of other States with the same tempt- 
ation, 

Mr. BRQDHEAD. Mr. President, it seems 
to me that we have already all the information 
which is called for by this resolution. The hon- 
orable Senator from California informs us that he 
desires to know how our naval force and ships-of- 
war have been employed. Why, the Secretary of 
the Navy has informed us in the report which 
was communicated to us by the President of the 
United States at the opening of the session, I 
have no objection, sir, that the Senator from Cal- 
ifornia shall make the statement which he has 
given to the Senate. It mayallberight. It may 
be necessary that he should call to it the attention | 
of the Senate; but it is quite unnecessary for us | 
to pass this resolution; for we shall receive no fur- 
ther information from the President of the United | 
States when he answers the call, than we possess | 
already. : 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, it is very cer- 
tain that the honor of the country, as well as its 
safety, is deeply interested in preventing these 
marauding expeditions from leaving our shores 
with a view to commit depredations upon foreign 
Powers; but I am not prepared to say at present, 
at least, that this Government is to change its 
policy in the use of the military force which is 
placed at its disposal, either by sea or land, for 
the purpose of preventing our people from vio- 
lating the laws. I had not the pleasure of hear- 
ing all that fell from the Senator from California, | 
but I think I heard enough from him to under- 


stand his position to be this: That our Navy is to || 


be increased, for the purpose of requiring thelaws 
to be executed against our own citizens. 

Mr. GWIN. The Senator will permit me to 
state that what [ said was this: If there had been 
single ship-of-war in the harbor of San Fran- 
cisco when these expeditions were fitted out, it , 
would heave been impossible for them to have 
sailed; and the Government of the United States | 
should execute the neutrality laws, by preventing 
the fitting out of such expeditions within our own | 
harbors, and within a marine league of the coast 
of the United States. I did not to say that the 
Navy of the United States could be used out upon 
the sea in pursuing expeditions fitted out in the 
United States. 

Mr. MASON. I] did not ascribe any such state- | 
ment to the honorable Senator at all; but I under- | 


ti 
| 
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' 


| the country—an expedition of this sort could not 





|| ditions from going 
stationed in the Chesapeake Bay, or in Hampton | 


| 
| 


Mr. GWIN. No, sir; | stated the fact that the 
cause of this proclamation originated from the 
want of a proper naval and military force to see 
that the laws of the United States were executed; 
and I wish the Senator to understand that | am 


entirely in favor of using the Navy in the way he 
vent the sailing of such expeditions, and protect || 


mentioned to promote our commerce. 
Mr. MASON. 1 have no doubt the Senator 
from California has well said, that, from the ad- 





teaching her people their duty, [ apprehend they 
would be false to the reputation which they have 
acquired from their fathers, if they did not de- 
mand that that ship should be removed; and if «t 
were not removed, they would remove it them- 


venturous character of the population who have | 


gone to our Pacific border, these expeditions are 


more likely to be fitted out from that quarter than | 


from any part of the Atlantic coast; but I under- 
stood him to say, further, and, doubtless to say 
correctly, that there was no point upon that ex- 
tended sea-coast where such an expedition could 
have been fitted out but at San Francisco. 

Mr. GWIN. My reason for that remark was 
this: San Francisco is a city of large population. 
In other portions—in the sparsely-settled parts of 


have been gotten up without such notoriety as 
would have defeated its object. 
Mr. MASON. 


| with foreign nations? 


selves, What, sir! is the policy of this Govern- 
ment to be to station ships in our ports for the 
purpose of preventing the people there from vio- 
lating the laws of the country, and implicating us 
Never! Forone,I should 
be disposed to hold any President to account who 
did it. ‘mean, of course,as a general policy—as 
a general measure of safety. Doubtless, when 
the occasion arises, when there is a proper and 
substantial reason to believe that such an exped:- 
tion is about to be fitted out, it is the duty of the 
President, if he believes it necessary, upon his 
high responsibility, to use the forces of the coun- 
try to prevent it; but I say that the idea of keep- 
ing ships in our ports, or anywhere upon our 
waters, lest such a thing should occur, is a policy 


' new and unheard of. 


Now, sir, a few words ir reference to this par- 
ticular matter. The city of San Francisco has a 
population of some sixty or eighty thousand 
inhabitants as well armed, and perhaps better 
armed, than any population that you can find on 
any other part of your coast border, If that pop- 
ulation has neither the ability nor the means of 
preventing these expeditions from being fitted out, 


| it will be useless for the Federal Government to 


| ure, 


I understood it so; and itis cer- | 


tainly no reflection on the people of the city of San | 


Francisco to say, that because from the number 
of the population and the facilities given there, it 


is the only point where such an expedition could | 


have embarned. 

Now, sir, I have understood the policy of this 
country to ke, to rely upon the people of the coun- 
try to protect each other by seeing to the due exe- 
cution of the laws. Our Federal Government has 
no police distributed throughout the country for 
the purpose of seeing that the laws are executed; 


and I will say to the Senator and to the Senate, that | 


when the day comes that we must have an armed | 
| police, by land or water, to see to the execution of | 


the laws of the United States, the days of the lib- 
erties of the country are numbered. I protest 
against any such policy being avowed in the Senate 
or adopted by the country. 

Sir, I hod, the proclamation of the President 
this morning, and he has done only what his pred- 


| ecessors have done from the days of General 
| Washington down, whenever the 


have had 
reason to believe that there were existing lawless 


combinations for the purpose of violating the laws, 
or that any such would be formed. In such a 
case it is the duty of the President to issue a proc- 
lamation, advising his countrymen of the conse- 
quences of such violation of the laws. And why 
is itissued? It is issued for the very purpose of 


the people may put them down. 


Who ever heard of stationing a ship in any one | 


of our ports for ee pesnaes of preventing expe- 


road? Sir, if aship were | 





| States and Mexico from Indian depredations ? 


attempt it, unless it employs a large portion of the 
Navy for that purpose. I am against using the 
Navy for any such purpose as a preventive meas- 
I am against its going out to the country 
that there is any necessity for such a use of the 
Navy. And if the purpose of the resolution be to 
serve as an admonition to the President, as the 
sense of the Senate, that the Navy must be so 
used, I, for one, must vote against it. Sir, lam 
not personally informed as to the facts, but | nave 
no doubt, from what we see in the newspapers, 
that the President has taken measures, and effi- 
cient measures, to prevent the recurrence of these 
transactions, without the use of armed ships sta- 
tioned at the ports of California to prevent them. 
All I wish to do, is to protest against any such 
olicy as that the Navy is to be enlarged, or is to 
j used for the purpose of preventing our own 
people from violating their own laws. ' 

Mr. DAWSON. Mr. President, the turn which 
this debate has taken makes it a very important 
matter for the country to understand really the 
grounds which give origin to it. Idid not under- 
stand the Senator from California to make any 
charge against the late Administration or the pres- 
ent Administration for a want of discharge of duty. 
The question which now arises is this: Has the 


| President of the United States sufficient means of 


defense subject to his government to meet all the 
incidents which may occur in this large and ex- 
tended country? Have we an army sufficient? 
Have wea navy sufficient? These are the ques- 
tions which naturally propound themselves on an 
occasion of this sort. Have we forgotten that, 
under the treaty with Mexico, we are bound to 
protect the line of frontier between the ween 
4 


| it not now well understood that already claima 
| against this Government, arising out of that trea- 


ty, amount to something in the neighborhood of 


| $20,000,000? and will it be forgotten that the late 


| Americans on either side of the line? 
| means granted? 
_ ments which were asked for by the late President 
giving notice to the people of the country that || 
|| such combinations are likely to arise, in order that | 


} . Roads, within the limits of the State which Lhave | 
stood the drift of his remarks to be, that we ought |! the honor to represent here, for the purpose of || 


Administration called upon the Congress of the 
United States to give it the means of carrying out 
the treaty, and protecting the Mexicans and the 
Were the 
Were the two mounted regi- 


of the Unifed States and his Secretary of War al- 
lowed? No, sir; but the appropriations necessary 
to carry out that request were denied; and denied 
by whom? Not by the Executive, but by the 
legislative department of this Government; and if 
any deleterious consequences have arisen the fault 
is here, with us. 

Have we forgotten what transpired only twelve 
months since, when the very idea suggested by 











lt 


210 
my friend from Virginia, the chairman of the || 
Committee on Foreign Relations, as to the suf- 
ficiency of the civil power of the country to protect 
this Government, and to put down all attempts at 
filibustering, was brought forward ? Was it not 
then thought that the courts alone were to attend 
to these matters? Then, 1 know, some members 
here regarded the effort of the last Administration 
to stop the Cuban expedition as a wrong inter- 
ference, and it was said that the civil authority 
alone should interfere in these matters. 

Now, sir, 1 did not understand the Senator from 
California as making any charge against the Gov- 
ernment on any of these accounts. All that he 
desires is to know whether the Government is in 
an attitude sufficient to protect its honor, and to 
maintain ite standing, and its obligations towards 
foreign nations? I say it is not. Our military 
force is not sufficient, and our Army must be in- 
creased; not with the idea of having a standing 
army thrown upon the country for no necessary 
purpose, but fora far different reason. From the 
extension of our country, our sea-coast, within the 
last four years, has been doubled, and it requires 
a much larger force to protectit than was formerly 
required, 

‘The divisions which have, at previous times, 
existed between parties in this country relative to 
a standing army or a large navy cease to exist, 
because the present condition of the Army and 
Navy does not come up to the requisitions ofeither 
of the great parties of the omens Protection is 
the only object of this proposed increase. The 
object is not to placean incubus upon the country 
by an overwhelming army for needless purposes, 
or by anavy to rot in your docks; notso. Our 
character as a nation has grown; our importance 
as a nation has grown; and our dignity now can 
alone be maintained, with that respect due to it 
from foreign nations, by the power to enforce any 
obligation that may exist upon us as a nation, and 
any duty that may exist on the part of the citizens 
towards the Government. 

Now, sir, what I wish to say is this: We have 
gradually gone on disappointing the hopes and ex- 
pectations of the various Administrations in this 
regard. President Fillmore foreseeing, like a judi- 
cious man, what was the growing condition of this 
country, and what would be its necessities, called 
upon us years ago to increase the Navy, and to 
increase the Army, to give to the Executive De- 
partments of the Government the power to enforce 
all the duties which are required of them. Have | 
you done it, gentleman? ho cut down the ap- 
propriations for military purposes, and for naval 
purposes during the last year? The reports of our 
proceedings in the Senate and the House of Repre- 
sentatives will tell. Is the failure of the repre- 
sentatives of the people to provide for these things 
to be charged upon this Administration, or upon 
the late Administration? Certainly not. The fault 
is here, sir—not with the Executive. 

Tam no friend to a large standing army. I[ 
have never given a vote with that object in view; | 
but [am prepared, as one of the members of the 
Committee on Military Affairs, to which I have | 
belonged since my first entry into this body, to || 
say that the military force of the country should | 
be increased. That committee has, from time to 
time, in accordance with the recommendations of || 
the President of the United States, asked you to 
increase the Army. It was not done. They 
asked you to provide for raising two mounted | 
regiments to enforce your treaties, and carry out | 
honestly and honorably your obligations. That | 
was not done. Look at the extent of frontier line | 
between us and Mexico, and then let the future | 
tell this country what millions will have to be | 
paid, under that treaty, by this Government to 
to the Mexicans, on account of our failure to carry 
out its obligations. Then, when we ask you for 
the power to do so, and it is not done, who is to || 
blame? Do not charge it upon the President of || 
the United States, or upon the Executive Depart- || 
ment of the Government, but upon yourselves— || 
the representatives of the people, who, for the | 
purpose of keeping down the appropriations, have | 
voted against them to gratify the people at home, 

| 
i 





have thus brought our present unfortunate condi- 
tion upon us. 

A word now in relation to the Navy. T have |) 
voted for every inerease of the Navy which has || 
been presentéd since I have been here, for it has || 


who are unacquainted with these facts; and you 


_ floor, or anywhere else, that the late or the present 


| a deaf ear to their suggestions, and pronounced 


| the treaty with Mexico down to the present day; | 


| republican form of government. 


| the President of the United States has power to || 


| a great outrage to authorize. 


| by virtue of any power in himself, has author- | 
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been presented in detail. The Committee on | citizens of the United States, to invade the terri- 


Naval Affairs, headed by my honorable friend from 


| California, has reported, for the last three or four i 


years, in favor of an enlargement of the Navy; 


to protect our commerce, and to interdict these 
filibustering expeditions, which are so well calcu- 
lated to dishonor this Union abroad. Who failed 
to carry out these propositions which were thus 
presented? The representatives of the people. 
Why, then, will any man insinuate upon this 


President of the United States, and their various 
heads of Departments, have failed to do their 
duty? They have uniformly, boldly, and strenu- 
ously recommended to us to do what they thought 
we ought to dc; but we, in our wisdom, turned | 
| 
that the people would not like to see our appro- | 
priations so large. When we stopped the appro- 
priations for a few millions, by the simple striking 
out of a line, we opened a flood-gate of claims 
against this country amounting to three or four | 


| times the sum by which we diminished the appro- | 


priations. When those claims shall be presented, 
if I shall be honored with a seat on this floor, I | 
shall attempt to give a historical sketch of the 
action of this Government in relation to these 
appropriations, from the time of the ratification of | 


to show who it has been that failed to strengthen 
the arm of the Executive Department in order to 
carry out the obligations which were incurred 
under that treaty. 
Now, sir, a few words as to the expedition of 
which my friend from California has been speak- 
ing. That is one of the incidents belonging to a 
It is one of the 
incidents belonging to the peculiar character of 
that section of the country, where the lands, as || 
the honorable Senator observes, are thrown open, 
and we are asked to go in and protect the people 
by giving them a better government than they || 
now have. Men can be found everywhere, not 
only in California, butin every State of this Union, || 
whose better feelings, not whose disposition to rob 
and to steal, would prompt them to go and take 
the control of the Government, in order to miti- | 
gate the despotism inflicted upon those people, and 
give to them a prosperity which they never had 
before. Because they have gone there they are 
said to be censurable. How? As citizens, I am 
not disposed to degrade them, because they were 
operated upon by high and magnanimous feelings. | 
I am as much opposed to filibustering as any man | 
upon this floor; but I tell you, sir, that it will | 
arise, and it will continue to arise, until you skirt 
the whole of your Pacific coast with a naval power 
sufficient to intercept all of these expeditions; and | 
are we not bound to do it? A greatand powerful | 
| 





nation like the United States should stand upon 
its honor, and discharge every obligation due to 
other nations. We never can do it, sir, until both 
the great parties in this country concur in giving | 
strength to the Executive arm of the Government 
sufficient to carry out our treaty obligations. 
Mr. GWIN. Ihave no desire to further oc- |) 
cupy the attention of the Senate. All I have to || 
say in reply to the Senator from Virginia is, that | 
if this proclamation means anything, it means that | 


execute it. If itis not a mere paper proclamation, | 
he intends to use that power which the laws and | 
the Constitution have placed in his hands for its | 
execution. And I undertake to say, without any | 
special authority on the subject, that the President || 
has issued orders to the naval and military com- || 
manders on the Pacific coast to do everything || 
which the Senator from Virginia says it would be | 


r. MASON. Will the Senator allow me to || 
interrupt him for a moment? Do I understand || 
him to say that the President of the United States, 





ized any portion of the Army or Navy to proceed | 
in the execution of the laws at aJl, except as aux- | 
iliary to the civil power, to execute the process of | 
the courts? 
Mr. GWIN. [understand the power of the | 
President of the United States to be, to see that the | 
laws are faithfully executed, and the treaties made | 
with foreign Governments enforced; and therefore | 
] think that if, in his opinion, at any point of the 
United States there is an expedition fitted out, by 








| resolution. 
allow it to remain until another day. 
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tory of another Government, in violation of the 
treaties of the United States, he has the right to 


| Stop that expedition until it is ascertained by the 
| and for what reason? To protect our sea-ports, || 


courts of the country whether it is illegal or not. 
But how can you stop an expedition until this 
investigation takes place in the courts ? 

I did not intend to provoke a discussion; but 
when such a proclamation on this subject is issued 
against citizens of my State, | intend to state the 


_ acknowledged fact, that there was an invitation, if 


I may so say, from the people of the country 
invaded, to engage in ‘such expeditions; for the 

have no government, no protection, and the citj- 
zens of the United States, wherever they go, afford 


| that protection which those people do not get from 
| their nominal Government. 


Mr. BADGER. I would very respectfully 


| suggest to the Senator from California, that | 


doubt very much whether we ought to adopt this 
I hope, at all events, the Senate wil! 
It seems to 
me, sir, that the resolution, so far as any specific 
information is desired which the President may 
be supposed to have at his command, is already 
answered. The Secretaries of War and of the 


| Navy, in their annual reports communicated with 


the President’s message, have stated the disposi- 
tion made of the military and naval forces of the 
United States. And] think, as to the question 
of opinion for which it is proposed to ask the 
President by the resolution, whether the naval 


| force of the United States was sufficient to have 


prevented the act being done, that it is one which 
we ought not properly to put to the President of 
the United States; because, so far as I am able 
to see, without any reasonable foundation in any 
facts known to us, itimplies that he might have 
prevented what he nevertheless has not prevented, 
and asks him to answer the question whether he 


| could have done better with the naval force than 


he actually has done. ; 
Then, after we have got the correct information, 


| it will be nothing but what we have now. It 


seems to me that the Senator from California had 
no idea of presenting the matter inthat@hape. [t 
is slightly deficient in respect towards the Presi- 
dent, in asking him whether the force was suffi- 
cient to have enabled him to prevent the occurrence 
of these transactions. We must take it for granted 
that it was not, or he would have prevented them. 
What I mean is this, that if the President had 
anticipated this event, and had a disposable naval 
force at his command, he undoubtedly would have 
prevented it. To imply that he would not, as the 
inquiry seems to do, or that he might have been 
reluctant or negligent in doing it, 1s, in some de- 
gree, casting an implied censure upon him for the 
transaction. I know the Senator does not mean 
to do that; and I very respectfully suggest that 
the resolution had better not be adopted. 

Mr. GWIN. The resolution was drawn up 
hastily; with no intention to reflect upon the Pres- 
ident of the United States. I simply wished to 
show to the Senate and the coentry that there was 
no force to be employed there to prevent the expe- 
dition. I only wanted the facts properly presented 
to the country, and am willing to let the resolu- 
tion pass over; and if there is anything to be cor- 
rected in its phraseology, I shall not be opposed 
to its being done. 

So the resolution was passed over. 


EXTENSION OF PENSION LAWS. 


Mr. PETTIT. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the Senate to present, and have considered at 
this time, a resolution of inquiry. I beg leave to 
state that I have drawn up this resolution in con- 
sequence of a letter which I have just received 
from an old and esteemed friend. The resolution 
is upon the subject of extending the pension 
laws, or rather as to the construction of the laws 
granting pensions to the widows of the officers 
and aollliers of the late war with Great Britain. 
The writer offers, I think, two good reasons why 
those laws should be amended or extended. The 
first is, that if a woman was worthy to be the wife 


of a soldier who sacrificed his life in the cause of 


his country she would be likely to marry a second 
time. The second, is that the wants of a widow 
who has buried two husbands are not less than 
the wants of those who have buried one. The 
resolution is one of inquiry only, and I hope 
will be adopted. It is: 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions inquire 
whether the laws need any amendment to give full effect | 
to the design of Congress to give pensions to the widows 
of officers and soldiers of the war of 1512. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. | 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, an- | 
nouncing that it had passed the following bills: 

A bill making appropriations for the support of 
the Military Academy for the year ending June | 
30, 1855; 7 

A bill making appropriations for the payment of 
invalid and other pensioners of the United States 
for the year ending June 30, 1855; 

A bill for the relief of the United States troops | 
who were sufferers by the recent disaster to the 
steamship San Francisco; i] 

A bill to constitute Quincy, in the State of Illi- | 
nois, a port of entry; and ’ 

A joint resolution authorizing the accounting 
officers of the Treasury to adjust the expenses of a | 
board of commissioners appointed by the Territo- || 
rial Assembly of Oregon to prepare a code of laws; | 
and also to adjust the expenses of collecting and || 
printing certain laws and archives of the Territory | 
of Oregon. 

Also, that the Speaker of the House had ap- 
»ointed Mr. Ewine of Kentucky, Mr. May of 
Maryland, Mr. Parker of Indiana, Mr. Hucues 
of New York, Mr. Kerr of North Carolina, Mr. 
Barxspa.e of Mississippi, Mr. Brooks of South | 
Carolina, Mr. Banks of Massachusetts, and Mr. || 
Wutts Aven of Illinois, a committee on the 
part of that body, to join such committee as may 
be appointed by the Senate, for the purpose of 
taking into consideration the subject of amending | 
the Constitution in the mode of electing the Presi- 
dent and Vice President of the United States. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. || 
Mr. FOOT, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the petition of John | 
A. Ragan, asked to be discharged from its further 
consideration; which was agreed to. 
Mr. RELL, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, to which was referred the petition of the 
Mayor and Aldermen of the city of Memphis, 
praying the erection of a marine hospital at that 
place, asked to be discharged from its further con- 
sideration, and that it be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce; which was agreed to. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on | 
Claims, to which was referred the memorial of 
Isaac Varn, Sr., praying indemnity for losses 
incurred in the military occupation of his property, || 
submitted a report, accompanied by a bill for his | 
relief; which was read, and passed to a second \| 
reading. The report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public || 
Lands, to which were referred certain petitions 
praying grants of land in aid of the construction | 
of railroads in the State of Wisconsin, reported || 
the following bills; which were read, and passed to | 
a second reading: | 

Bill granting a portion of the public landsto the || 
State of Wisconsin, to aid in the construction of | 
a railroad in said State. | 

Bill granting a portion of the public lands to the || 
State of Wisconsin, to aid in the construction of a || 
railroad and branches in said State. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office, to which was referred the me- 
morial of the legal representatives of John Arnold, | 
deceased, praying an extension of their patent, || 
subMitted a report, accompanied by a bill for the || 
relief of George C. Bishop, and the legal rep- 
resentatives of John Arnold, deceased. The bill 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. The 
report was ordered to be printed. 


ZACHARIAH LAWRENCE. 

Mr. WADE. The Committeee on Claims, to 
which was referred the memorial of Zachariah 
Lawrence, of Morgan county, Ohio, praying com- 
pensation as prize money fog the capture of a Brit- 
ish sloop during the last war with Great Britain, 
has instracted me to report a bill for his relief. 1 
ask the Senate to consider it at this time. It has 
heretofore passed both branches of the National 
Legislature, but at different Congresses. I be- 
lieve there will be no objection to it. 

The bill was read a first and second time by | 
unanimous consent, and considered as in Com-.\/ 





| on the 12th instant, to amend the 48th rule of the 


| has gone abroad—how, | know not—that the pro- 


|| touch the matter at all, but left it where it stood 
| at the last session of the Senate. 


| restraint upon the mem 


| 
mittee of the Whole. It proposes to direct that | 
uon of the prize money for capturing and taking 
into the port of Passamaquody, in 1813, the Brit- 
ish sloop Venture. 

No amendment being proposed, the bill was re- 
ported to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed | 
for a third reading; and was read a third time, and | 
passed. 

BILL INTRODUCED. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and obtained the | 
unanimous consent of the Senate to introduce a bill 
to relinquish the reversionary interest of the United 


States to a certain reservation therein mentioned, || 
| and toconfirm the title of Charles G. Gunter thereto; 


which was read a first and second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. : 
ADMISSION ON THE SENATE FLOOR. 
On motion by Mr. BADGER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the resolution submitted by him 


Senate. 
Mr. BADGER. The resolution has been printed 
as | originally introduced it. I have this morning 


made some modifications in it which I will explain | 


to the Senate. The first is, that among the per- 
sons who are to be entitled to admission upon the 
floor there shall be added, at the suggestion of a 
friend, ** the clerk of the Supreme Court.’’ That 
is only one person, and will not enlarge the list 
very much. The next is for the purpose of 
amending so much of the rule, adopted at the 
last session, as is embraced in these words : 


** No person, except members and officers of the Senate, 
shall be admitted at either of the side doors of the Senate 
Chamber.”’ 


The effect of that amendment to the rule, as 


adopted at the last special session, is to exclude | 


members of the House of Representatives from 
coming into our Chamber, except through the 
main entrance. The impression, | understand, 


posed amendments, submitted by me the other 
day, were intended to embrace the exclusion of 
members of the House of Representatives from a 
privilege which they had heretofore enjoyed. My 
resolution, as originally offered, simply did not 





’ 





At the same 
time, I never favored a ee for putting any 

ers of the other Houseas 
to the door of entrance at which they should seek 
to give us their company, being myself always 
extremely glad to see them here, and to welcome 
them, in whatever direction they come, and to 


| show them every civility in my power in return 


for the manifold civilities I have received in my 
visits which | make from time to time to the 
House of Representatives. 

| propose, therefore, to insert these words: ‘and 
members of the House of Representatives;”’ so 
that it will read: 

‘* No person, except members and officers of the Senate, 
and members of the House of Representatives,shall be ad- 
mitted at either of the side doors of the Senate Chamber.” 

At the suggestion of a Senator, 1 will explain 
who, by the resolution, are to be allowed admis- 
sion on the floor in addition to those allowed at 


the last session. As the rule stood before, Minis- || 


ters from foreign Governments to the Government 


| of the United States, and their secretaries, were 
| admitted to the floor of the Senate; but, by some 


strange oversight—I know not how it originated— 
Ministers of the United States to foreign Govern- 
ments, and their secretaries, were not admitted. 


I thought that was a very unnecessary and invid- 


ious distinction. The first amendment, therefore, 
proposed by the resolution is, to admit Ministers 
of the United States to foreign Governments, and 
their secretaries, and persons who have held such 
offices. ; 

The next amendment is this: By the rule, as 
it originally stood, members of the Legislatures of 
the several States were permitted to come upon 
the floor of the Senate, but the judges of the sev- 
eral States were not, which I thoughtan invidious 
distinction. I therefore propose to admit judges 
of the courts of record of the United States, and 
persons who have held those offices. Again, the 
rule, as it stood, authorized the secretaries and 
clerks of either House of Congress, and persons 
who have held such offices, to come on the floor 
of the Senate, but did not admit the Sergeant-at- 





| city of Washington? 
that? 


1} 
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en 


—— 


Arms of the House of Representatives, which I 


$2,645 40 be paid to the memorialist, as his por- | thought was an unnecessary exclusion; and there- 
| fore I propose to insert ‘‘Sergeant-at-Arms.”’ 


A friend has just suggested to me that if the 
proposition to admit all those who have been 
judges in the different States is adopted, it may 
admit too many on the floor, The substantial 
good of, and decent respect for, the State author- 
ities, is what Igo for; but as it may be preferred 
that this alteration should be made, | will strike 
out the words ‘‘ and persons who have held those 
offices,’ so as to make it apply to the existing 
judges of the States. 

Mr. STUART. 
tain that. 

Mr. BADGER. Thereis the difficulty. What 
am I to do? 

Mr. CHASE. 

Mr. BADGER. 


I wish the Senator would re- 


That had better be left in. 
I do not want to appear to 


| oppose the desire of Senators. 


r. HAMLIN. Put in the Superintendent of 

the Public Printing. All will be in favor of that. 
Mr. BADGER. Here I am again. I wish I 
knew what the Senate wished. [(Laughter.]) My 


' friend from Maine suggests to me to put in the 


Superintendent of Public Printing. 1 am in favor 
of that.- He says it will meet general approba- 


‘tion. Let the Secretary put in *‘ the Superintend- 


ent of Public Printing ’’ at the proper place. 
Another friend suggests that the clerks to com- 
mittees should be allowed to come on the floor. I 
agree with that. 
A Senator. Why should they come here? 
Mr. BADGER. We want to see them very 
often. 


Mr. SLIDELL. They are officers of the 


| Senate. 


Mr. BADGER. Certainly; we will so consider 
them. ‘They will therefore be included in the word 


\| ** officers. ’? 


Mr. SUMNER. 


I move to add as an amend- 


| ment, after the words “ officers of the Senate,”’ 
| the words ‘* the editors of the daily papers in the 
| city of Washington.”’ 


ir. BADGER. I hope not. 
Mr. SUMNER. I hope the Senator will accept 


| the amendment. 


Mr. BADGER. No, sir; I protest against that. 
If the editor of a paper has a right to come in by 


| virtue of any other office or claim, let him come; 


but I do not wish to admit editors as editors. 
A Senator. We do not want the * press- 
ng.” - 
Mr. CASS. Why confine it to editors in the 
What reason is there for 


The amendment was not agreed to. 
Mr. WALKER. I desire to move to insert, 
after the words ** Superintendent of the Public 


| Printing,’’ the words ‘** the Marshal of the United 


States for the District of Columbia’’ 
Mr. BADGER. That is right. 
Mr. WALKER. And “* the Deputy Postmas- 

| ter of the city of Washington.”’ I believe he is 
| so termed in JAw. 

Mr. BADGER. Why the Deputy Postmaster ? 
The Marshal is right, but why the other? 

Mr. WALKER. I know no other reason than 
| this: I have myself had official business with him 
here, and, as he was not admissible, I had to go 
| outside of the Chamber to see him. 
| Mr. BADGER. I will accept that as a modi- 
fication of my resolution. ’ 

The resolution, as modified, reads as follows: 


| Resolved, That the 48th rule of the Senate be amended 
| to read as follows: 
48. The following persons, and none others, shall be ad- 
| mitted on the floor of the Senate: Members of the House 
| of Representatives, and their Clerk ; the Secretary of State, 
the Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of the Interior, 
the Secretary of War, the Secretary ofthe Navy, the At- 
torney General, and the Postmaster General ; the Private 
Secretary of the President; Chaplains to Congress ; the 
Superintendent of the Public Printing; the Marshal of the 
United States for the District of Columbia; the Deputy 
Postmaster of the city of Washington ; Judges of the United 
States ; Clerk of the Supreme Court; Foreign Ministers and 
their secretaries ; Ministers of the United States to foreign 
Governments, and their secretaries, and persons who have 
been such Ministers or secretaries ; officers who, by name, 
_ have received, or shall hereafter receive the thanks of Con- 
| gress for their gallantry and good conduct inthe service of 
their country, or who have received medals by a vote of 
| Congress ; the Governor, for the time being, of any State or 
| Territory of the Union; the ex Governors of the several 
States ; Judges of the courts of record of the several States ; 
the ex- officers of the Senate ; such gentlemen as have been 
heads of Departments, secretaries, clerks, Sergeants at- 
Arms, or members of either branch of Congress; persons 
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who, for the time being, belong to the respective State and 
‘Territorial Legislatures; and persons belonging to such 
Legislatures of foreign Governments as are in amity with 
the United States. 

No person, except members and officers of the Senate, 
and members of the House of Representatives, shall be ad- 
mitted at either of the side doors of the Senate Chamber ; 
and all persous claiming admission on the floor, excepting 
members aud the Clerk and Sergeant at Arms of the House 
of Representatives, for the time being, the heads of the 
several Departments, the Private Secretary of the President, 
the Chaplains to Congress, Judges of the United States, 
and of the several States, Foreign Ministers and their sec- 
retaries, Ministers and ex Ministers of the United States, 
their sceretaries and ex-secretaries, and officers who, by 
name, shall have received the thanks of Congress, or med- 

Is by a vote of Congress, shall (each time before being ad 
mitted upon the floor) enter their names, together with the 
official position in right of which they claim admission, in a 
book to be provided and kept at the main entrance to the 
Senate Chamber; and no person except members of the 
Senate shall be allowed within the bar of the Senate, or to 
occupy the seat of any Senator. 

Mr. CHASE. Mr. President, I would submit 
to the Senator from North Carolina, whether it 
would not be better to retain the language es he 
originally proposed it, so that gentlemen who have 
been judges in the several States may be admitted. 
1 trust he will retain the original somcociesy in 
that respect, as it was introduced. We know 
perfectly well there are gentlemen of high standing 
who have been judges in the several States; and | 
know no reason why they should not be admitted 
here as well as those who are now judges. 

Mr. BADGER. I have personally no objection; 
hut | did not desire to oppose the wish of the 
Senate, and thus raise a question on the point, A 
number of Senators say it would not beconvenient. 
Some say there would be a hundred thousand of 
them coming here—[{Laughter]—and that, there- 
fore, we shall be unable to admit them. When 
we get into our new Hall, so that we can. admit 
three or four regiments, we shall accommodate 
them with pleasure. 

Mr. BUTLER. Ul ask my friend from North 
Carolina whether, under the terms of his resolu- 
tion, the clerks of committees will be allowed to 
—ry } ao? 
come ner 

Mr. BADGER. We have agreed, commonly 
in the Senate, that clerks of committees shall be 


understood to be embraced in the term “ officers | 


of the Senate.’”’ 


Mr. BUTLER. Very well, sir. 
convenient sometimes to see them here. 

Mr. CHASE. 
ator from North Carolina whether it would not be 
well to add to the rule the clause of which so 
much has been said in reference to certain treaties, 
‘and the same shall be religiously observed ?”’ 
Such rules have not been, heretofore, very much 
observed. [Laughter. 

Mr. BADGER. 
have any such clause there, because we have re- 
cently had an explanation of what the religious 
sense of the observance of treatiesmeans. I hope 
the Senate will observe the rule faithfully, and not 


It is very 


I would also inquire of the Sen- | 


I should dislike very much to | 


in the way which certain treaties are religiously | 


observed. { Laughter. ] 
‘The question was taken on the resolution, and 
it was unanimously agreed to. 


COMPENSATION TO CLERKS. 


Mr. BADGER. I wish to offer a resolution 
for the purpose of removing a small case of hard- 
ship, which | know the Senate will approve. It 
is known to you, sir, and to all the Senate, that 
certain committees of this .body have been in the 
habit of having clerks allowed them, and that 
some of our committees had employed clerks be- 
fore the resolution was passed authorizing their 
appointment at this session, during which time the 
clerks were diligently engaged in the discharge of 
their duties. I offer this resolution now, so that 
the little pay may not be lost. I hope it may be 
corsidered immediately: 

Resolved, That such of the clerks to standing committees 
as have been on duty since the first day of this session be 
paid therefrom. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 


MARY C. HAMILTON. 


Mr. FOOT. I move that the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of the bill for the relief of Mary 
C. Hamilton. It was reported upon favorably 
by the Committee on Pensions at the last session 
of Congress, and passed the Senate; but was not 
acted upon in the House. It has been again re- 
ported at this session. It is a very meritorious 





case. If necessary, I will ask that the report of 
the committee be read, to satisfy Senators of the 
justice of the claim. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to consider 
the bill. 

It provides that Mary C. Hamilton, widow of 
the late Captain P. Hamilton, of the second regi- 
ment of dragoons, be entitled to receive such pen- 
sion, commencing from and after the day of the 
death of her husband, as she would have been en- 
titled to had he died in consequence of wounds 
received in battle. 

Mr. FOOT. I will state the facts in order to 
save time, unless some Senator desires to hear the 
report read. It appears from the evidence, and 
was so réported, that the husband of this peti- 
tioner died in consequence of a severe wound re- 
ceived by the kick of a horse while in the service 
in the Mexican war. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


J. BOYD. 

On motion by Mr. SLIDELL, the Seuate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill for the relief of J. Boyd, of Louisi- 
ana. It proposes to direct the Secretary of the 

| Interior to pay him $275 for the expenses incurred 
by him in taking the census of the parish of Iber- 
ville, Louisiana. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 

| reading, read a third time, and passed. 


BENJAMIN S. ROBERTS. 

The bill from the House of Representatives ex- 
planatory of an act entitled ** An act for the relief 
of Benjamin S, Roberis,’? was read a first time, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. FOOT. I ask that that bill may be read a 
second time now, for the purpose of being con- 


| sidered and put upon its passage. A word of ex- || 
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planation will satisfy every Senator that it ought | 


| to pass. 

It was fully considered by the Committee on 
the Judiciary in the House of Representatives, 
recommended unanimously by the committee, and 
unanimously passed by the House. It is explan- 
atory of a bill which passed at the last session for 
the relief of Benjamin S. Roberts, and its object 


is to substitute in place of the words in that bill | 


| * full amount of his pay and subsistence,’’ which 


the officers of the Department construe to mean | 
part of his pay, the words ‘* pay for emoluments | 


-and allowances, in conformity with the recom- | 


mendation of Senate Report 225, on which said act 
passed both Houses of Congress without amend- 
| ment.’’ It having been decided by the accounting 
| officers of the Department that the terms ‘full 


| pay and subsistence’’ do not mean full pay, the | 


| object of the billis to put in other terms, which 
cannot be mistaken. 

The bill was read a second time by unanimous 
| consent, and considered as in Committee of the 
| Whole. 

Mr. BADGER. I desire to suggest, while the 
subject is before the Senate, that if the words “full 


would endeavor to get a glossary of words ar- 
ranged, together with the meaning which they 
sustain in the Executive Departments. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be read a third time, read 
a third time, and passed. 


TROOPS ON THE SAN FRANCISCO. 

The bill from the House of Representatives for 
the relief of the United States troops who" were 
sufferers by the recent disaster to the steamship 
San Francisco, Was read a first and second time 
by unanimous consent. 

Mr. BADGER. 
considered, and put upon its passage. 

Mr. DAWSON. I think it had better be re- 


ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. It |! 


, can be reported back by Monday. 
It was so referred. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


| The bill from the House of Representatives 
| making appropriations for the payment of invalid 


4 and other pensioners of the United States, for the | 


|| year ending the 30th of June, 1855, was read twice 


pay’’ mean, in the Executive Departments, half | 
pay, it might be well if the Judiciary Committee || 


I hope the bill will now be || 


Jan. 19, 
| by its title, and referred to the Committee on Fj. 
| nance. 

The bill from the House of Representatives 
making appropriations for the support of the Mil- 
itary Academy for the year ending the 30th of 
June, 1855, was read twice by its title, and re. 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

The joint resolution from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, authorizing the accounting officers of 
the Treasury to adjust the expenses of the board 
of commissioners, appointed by the Territoriai 
Assembly of Oregon, to prepare a code of laws: 
also, to adjust the expenses of collecting and 
printing certain laws and archives of the Territory 
of Oregon, was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Territories. 

The bill from the House of Representatives to 
| constitute Quincy, in the State of Illinois, a port 
of delivery, was read twice by“ts title, and referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. BRIGHT gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill to amend an act to 
explain an act entitled ‘An act to establish cer- 
tain post roads, and for other purposes,” approved 
| March 3, 1853. 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 
On motion by Mr. BADGER, it was 
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn to 
meet on Monday next. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


On motion by Mr. STUART, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
and after some time devoted thereto, the doors 
were reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, January 19, 1854. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
| by Rev. Wittiam H. Mixpourn. 


TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 

munication from the Clerk of the Houge, trans- 

| mitting estimates for an appropriation to supply 

deficiencies in the appropriation for the fiscal year 

ending June 30, 1854, which are necessary to the 

| execution of existing orders of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the communi- 
cation be referred to the Committee on Ways and 
Means, and that it be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. HIBBARD. I wish to withdraw from 
the files of the House the petition and papers of 
Salisbury Wheeler, for the purpose of reference 
| to the Commissioner of Pensions. 

The SPEAKER. There being no objection, 
it will be so ordered. 

Mr. CHANDLER. [ask leave to withdraw 
from the files of the House the petition’and papers 
of Harriet Baker, with a view to having one or 
two of the papers translated, as they are in the 
Portuguese language. They will be immediately 
returned to the House. 

The SPEAKER. There being no objection, it 
will be so ordered. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I desire to 
call up a resolution which lies upon the Speaker’s 
‘table. It is mere matter of inquiry. 

The resolution was then read, as follows: 

Resolved, Thatthe Secretary of War be directed to com- 
municate to this House the progress that has been made 
in the improvement of the Rock Island and Des Moines 
Rapids under the appropriation of $100,000 made by the 
| last Congress, what plan of improvement has been adopted, 

how much work has been accomplished, the character o! 
such work, and what amount of such appropriation has 
been expended.”’ 

The question was then taken; and the resolu- 
tion was agreed to. 


| Mr. BERNHISEL. [I ask the unanimous con- 
_ sent of the House, to introduce the following res- 
olution. 

The resolution was then read, as follows: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in 
structed to inquire into the expediency of constructing 4 
road from Great Salt Lake City, via Provo, Filimore City, 
and Parovan, to Harmony, in the Territory of Utah, and 
thence to the eastern boundary of California, for military 
and other purposes, and that said committee report by bill 

or otherwise. 


The resolution was, by unanimous consent, con- 


Prayer 


| sidered and adopted. 
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ing hour has yet commenced ? 
The SPEAKER. It has not yet commenced. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 


ceed at once to the business of the morning hour. 
CLOSING DEBATE. 





I insist, then, that we pro- 


The SPEAKER. The first business in order | 


is the consideration of the resolution offered yes- 
terday by the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 
Jones,| to close debate on the bill of the House 
(No. 49) to supply deficiencies in the appropria- 
tions for the fiseal year ending June 30, 1854, in 


one hour after the committee shall next resume 


its consideration. 
The resolution was considered and agreed to. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
vote last taken, by which the resolution was 
adopted, be reconsidered, and that the motion to 
reconsider do lie upon the table. 


The question was put; and the latter motion 


agreed to, 

“Mr. ETHERIDGE. Some few days ago, 
under the rules of the House, I filéd with the Clerk 
a withdrawal of papers from the files of the House, 


with a direction for their reference to the Com- | 


mittee on Military Affairs. By a mistake of the 


Clerk, the papers were referred to the Committee | 


on Invalid Pensions. I now ask thé unanimous 


consent of the House that the Committee on In- | 


valid Pensions may be discharged from the further 
consideration of the same, and that reference be 
made to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

There was no objection, and the order was ac- 
cordingly made. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
The House then proceeded to call the commit- 


tees, in their regular order, for reports, commencing 
with the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. CARUTHERS, from the Committee on | 


Public Lands, reported a bill; which was read a 
first and second time by its title, as follows: 

‘* A bal granting the right of way to the St. 
Louis and Iron Mountain Railroad through the Ar- 
senal, Magazine, and Jefferson Barracks tracks.”’ 

The bill was read through by the Clerk. 

It provides that the right of way, sixty feet in 
width, be granted to the St. Louis and Iron Mount- 
ain Railroad Company through the Marine Asy- 
lum and Magazine grounds and the Jefferson Bar- 
racks tracks; and for the grant of the same to said 
company, for the purpose of constructing a rail- 


road from _lron Mountain, in the State of Mis- | 


souri, to the city of St. Louis: Provided, That the 
railroad shall be constructed upon the line upon 
which it is now located: Provided, further, That 


the said company shall construct a substantial | 


wire fence on each side of the road through the 
said grounds, with such gates as may be desig- 


nated by the proper authorities: Provided, further, | 


That the said company shall be liable for all losses 


sustained to the public property in consequence of 
said railroad. 


Mr. CARUTHERS. 
put upon its passage. 
Mr. MACE. I hope that course will not be 


I move that the bill be 


taken in referenceto any bill reported by any com- | 


mittee of this House. 
vills of this character to the appropriate commit- 
tee in the order in which they are presented, we 
shall have the same scenes in this Congress that 
we had in the last. I shall, therefore, object to 
any bill being put upon its passage as soon as it is 
reported from a committee. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The belief has 
pretty generally prevailed, not only in this House, 
but out of it, that it is the destruction, or loss 
of a bill, to refer it to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. One great rea- 
son for that belief is the practice which has grown 
up of late of putting bills upon their passage when 
they are reported here from committees, 

, eye : 

ow, sir, it is for the House to consider whether 
itis better that bills shall be sent to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and there 
discussed, matured, and disposed of, according to 
their merits, or whether it is best that such bills 
#3 it may be thought necessary.to pass shall be 
put Immediately on their passage when they are 
reported. By pursuing the latter course the en- 
Ure time of the House is taken up, and other gen- 
Uemen who have bills ready to report are pre- 
vented, as was the case during the last Congress, 
from reporting them at all. That is the way in 


Unless we go on and refer | 


Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to know if the morn- | 


| 
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| which the business of the House was conducted 


during the last long session. Many bills were put 
upon their passage as soon as they were reported 
from committees, and thus other gentlemen who 
had hundreds of bills prepared and ready to report 


could obtain no opportunity of reporting them, 


and hence there was nothing upon the record to 
show that other committees had worked at all. 

I think it is best, except in some extreme or 
extraordinary case of pressing and urgent neces- 
sity, where there may be unanimous consent that 
bills shall be put upon their passage, that they 
should all share the same fate, and go to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
The rules provide that the Calendar in the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
shall be taken up and called in its order, and when 
any bill is called, if the House desires to pass it 
at once, they can do it; if not, a majority can pass 
it by and go on to other bills. The only exception 
to that rule is that a motion may be made, with- 
out calling the Calendar, to take up any of the 
general appropriation bills, or, in time of war, any 
proposition relating to the raising or subsistence 


_ of troops. 


It does seem to me that it would be best for the 
House to come at once to the conclusion that they 
will refer all bills to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and take their places 
on the Calendar, and be disposed of accordingly. 
[ move that the bill be referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
printed. 

{Here a message was received from the Senate 
of the United States, by the hands of Mr. Ma- 
CHEN, its Assistant Secretary, announcing the 

assage by that body of sundry bills, in which 
he was requested to ask the concurrence of the 
House. ] 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 


I do not know 


what may be the particular character of the bill | 


now before the House, but I cannot concur in the 
sentiments expressed this morning by my honor- 
able colleague, [Mr. Jones.] I believe that the 
House has done more business, and has per- 
formed it better, by acting upon bills as they have 
been presented by committees, than in any other 
way;and I believe that in many cases, if bills 
were permitted to be put upon their passage at 
once, when they are not of a very highly import- 
ant character, it would contribute much to the 
speedy transaction of the business of the House. 


1 believe that much difficulty and embarrassment | 
arises from the motions to refer which are fre- | 


quently made; and that much time is lost and less 
business done on account of them. I can see no 
reason why bills involving no important principle 
should not be put directly on their passage. It is 
a saving of time, because much loss of time is oc- 
casioned when motions are made to refer, by calls 
for the yeas and nays, and the variety of motions 
which are resorted to under the parliamentary law 
to defeat propositions. 

In that way I have frequently seen a whole 
day spent, when really there was no objection to 
the principle of the bill. 


Whole on the state of the Union, the appropria- 
tion bills having precedence, and being always 
taken up and occupying a large portion of the ses- 
sion, the whole Calendar is crowded to the last of 
the session; and then in the few days when itis in 
order to move to suspend the rules to take up those 


bills, there is a rush, and one hundred men are | 


upon the floor calling out to the Speaker to get the 
floor to move a suspension of the rules, in order to 
get up some favorite bill. 

Now, if we were to spend an hour or two every 
day in disposing of those matters, which could be 
well disposed of in a few minutes, without a great 
deal of argument, if gentlemen would be willing 
to take hold of bills of that character—bills of an 
importance not sufficient to require their reference 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union—a large amount of business could be done 
with very little trouble. I therefore dissent en- 
tirely from the position of my colleague. 

Mr. MILLSON. Mr. Speaker, | differ very 
widely from the gentleman who has just taken his 
seat. If there be anything which has caused our 
Congressional legislation to become a by-word and 
reproach among the nations, it is this practice of 
considering bilis immediately on their report from 
the committee to which they were originally re- 


Everybody knows that | 
if these bills are sent to the Committee of the | 
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ferred. At the very commencement of this Con- 
gress, on the third day of the session, in as strong 
a case as could well be conceived, the House de- 
liberately determined to refer a bill to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole, which the gentleman who 
reported it desired to put immediately on its js- 
sage. I say thai it was as strong a case gs could 
well be conceived of; for it was the case in which 
a bill had passed both Houses of Congress at the 
last session, and had simply, by some clerical mis- 
prision, or some other accident, failed to receive the 
signature of the President. Even in that case, on 
my motion, this House, by a very large majority, 
determined to refer that bill to the Committee of 
the Wiple. And, sir, from subsequent informa- 
tion, | have just reason to believe that it was for- 
tunate that it was so referred. 

I agree with the gentleman from Tennessee, 
{Mr. Jones,}] in the opinion that it is altogether 
an error to suppose that if bills be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole, they can never be 
reached afterwards. They are at all times within 
the control of a majority of the House. That ma- 
jority can at all times, by postponing the consid- 
eration of the previous biils, take up any bill out 
of its order, if it think proper to do so. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I[ think that 
the gentleman is mistaken. I am of opinion that, 
by the rules, the appropriation bills have prece 
dence, and that itis not in order to move to take 
up any other bills. I may be mistaken in that, 
but I think I am-right. 

Mr. MILLSON. I think that the gentleman is 
even mistaken in that. The committee may, by 
a majority, postpone the appropriation bills. Ir 
requires, however, todo so,a special vote. Even 
the appropriation bills may be postponed by a 
vote of the House, and any other bill may, by post- 
poning those which stand higher upon the Calen- 
dar, be taken up and considered by the committee. 

Sut suppose that it were not so? What propriety 
is there in giving a bill which has been just reported 
precedence of bills which have received the con- 
sideration of committees earlier in the session,and, 


' therefore, entitled to consideration by the House 


before those which come in ata later period ? 

I have scarcely ever seen an instance in which 
the House has refused to refer a bill and determ- 
ined to pass it on the report of the committee, 
that it has not had just reason afterwards to re- 
pent its precipitation. 

I will refer to one or two acts which occurred 
recently. A few days agoa bill was reported from 
the Committee on the Judiciary by the honorable 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Corrie,]} which 
seemed designed to correct a mischief that many 
of us were aware of, and all of us desired to rem- 
edy. I refer to the bill relating to the rights of 
citizenship of those,born out of the country—chil- 
dren of citizens of the United States. But forthe 
fact that I had on many occasions been—as | fear 
| may be considered to have been—obtrusive in 
insisting on the reference of all bills, should, per- 
haps, out of abundant precaution, have urged the 
veleienes of that bill, also, to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. But it seemed 
to be a just bill. It was a subject to which ! had 
given some examination before | came to Wash- 
ington this session. It seemed only to cover the 
particular point which was the subject of discus- 
sion; and yet the moment I saw that bill in print 
I thought I discovered serious objections to it. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. What are 
those objections? 

Mr. MILLSON. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, (Mr. Sranron,] the chairman of the Judi- 
ciary Committee, which reported that bill, asks 
me what those objections are. [I will tell him one 
of the objections which I refer to, and [ will 
briefly advert to another. 

One of my objections is this: Under the opera- 
tion of this bill, a subject of the British Queen, 
a member of the British Parliament, a minister of 
the Crown, an admiral of the Navy, or @ lieutenant 
general of the Army, may be a citizen of the 
United States. Yes, sir, that bill, in its present 
form, confers citizenship on men who may be in 
the active service of Great Britain, owning end 
acknowledging allegiance to the British Crown. 
For it provides that the children born of those 
who may at the time be citizens of the United 
States—naturalized os well as native-born citi- 


| zens—shall, though born in a foreign country, be 


citizens of the United States. It does not restrict 
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this privilege of involuntary citizenship to those 
who are brought within the jurisdiction of the 
United States, or who come to reside in any of 
the States before they shall attain their majority. 
If the fathers become naturalized here, their 
childreg, born afterwards in England, though 
they may choose to remain always the subjects 
of the British Crown, are, by this act of Congress, 
admitted to the rights of citizenship. 

Mr. CUTTING. Will the gentleman from 
Virginia permit me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. Mitvson yielded the floor. 

Mr. CUTTING. Will the gentleman from 


Virginia—though in this informal way his bill | 


is now being debated—oblige me so far as to re- 
fer to that part, or to any part of the bill which 
authorizes the inference which he deduces? 

Mr. MILLSON. If the gentleman from New 
York has the bill or proposition, | will read it. 

Mr. CUTTING And point out that expres- 
sion, or those expressions, from which, legiti- 
mately, the inference which he alludes to can be 
drawn ? 

Mr. MILLSON. I think | can do so; and I 
will do so—for the requirement of the gentleman 
from New York is a reasonable one—if the gen- 
tleman will favor me with a copy of the bill. 

Mr. CUTTING. I am sorry to say that I 
have not the means of accommodating the gentle- 
man from Virginia. 
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upon those who are now aliens. That part of | postponed, = ie all probability it would be. eutil 


the bill is not the enactment of a uniform rule of 
naturalization, but, by a simple statute, a mere act 


| of Congress, it confers citizenship upon those 


who are aliens. I refer to that clause of the bill | 
which is designed to have a retrospective opera- 
tion. Apart from the other objections, that alone, 


_next July, August, or September, if he would 
ever read the bill at all? 


| Mr. MILLSON. The inquiry involves the 
ee for an egotistical observation; but I can 
assure the gentleman that I am not unmindful, [ 
trust, of the obligations devolving upon me in that 


is, in my judgment, an unconstitutional feature of || respect, and I generally take such opportunities as 


the bill, and one which ought to be stricken out, 
and one which I hope and believe will be stricken 
out in the Senate. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 
gest to the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Mitt- 
SON] that this act was designed to put a construc- 
tion upon the act of 1802. It was designed.to 
remedy a defect in the phraseology of the act of 
1802, which was, undoubtedly, by its framers, 


|| designed to have the effect of that bill. 


Mr. MILLSON. 1 will say that such was rot 
the view taken of the matter by the .honorable 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Curtine] who 
introduced the bill. ‘The House wiil recollect that 
he distinctly stated—and | was myself disposed 


to concur with him in that statement—that these || tion shoul 


men were now aliens. 

Mr.STANTON. That is true, and it arises 
from the defects of the bill of 1802. 

Mr. MILLSON. But the objectof the bill was 


| not to give such a construction to the act of 1802, 


Mr. MILLSON. Then I think I know the | 


provisions of this bill sufficiently well to dispense 
with a copy of it. And I call the attention of the 
gentleman from New York {[Mr. Currine]—for 
{ have no idea that he designed it should bear any 
such construction, or that the committee were 
aware it would have any such operation—to the 
observations which I am about to make from my 
recollection of the provisions of that bill, and I 
invite him to state whether | am correct or not. 
The bill provides that all persons heretofore 
born, or who may hereafter be born, of fathers 
who were, at the time of their birth, citizens of 
the United States, shall be themselves citizens of 
the United States. Am I not right? The only 
restriction is that no man shall claim the right of 
citizenship under one who was never a resident 
of the United States. Sir, but for that restriction 


it might happen that some two hundred years | 


hence a subject of the British Crown would claim 
to be a citizen of the United States by reason 
alone of the right of citizenship of a remote an- 
cestor two hundred years before. The restriction 
is well, but it did not go far enough, for it con- 
firmed to such person so born without the United 
States the right of citizenship as long as he may 
live,.and wherever he may choose to reside. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I rise toa 
question of order. I desire to know what the 
subject of discussion is before the House. I think 
the geutleman is not in order in his remarks. 

Mr. MILLSON. I am illustrating the evils 
and mischiefs of hasty legislation by reference to 
instances in which bills have been hurriedly and 


inconsiderately passed, and which contained - 


ciples, or omissions, which these who voted for 
them were not themselvesaware of. I am now an- 
swering the inquiry of the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Currine,] in order to justify my ob- 
jection to putting this bill upon its passage now, 
and to the passage of any other bills at the time 
they are first reported. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that an 
elaborate discussion of the bill which was passed 
a few days ago is not in order, and cannot be al- 
lowed, if there is any objection, 

Mr. CUTTING. Will the gentleman from 
Virginia answer mea question ? 

Mr. MILLSON. I have no objection to answer 
any inquiry of the gentleman, if it shall be decided 
by the Chair to be in order. 


The SPEAKER. The question and answer || 


must be confined to the matter under considera- 
tion. 

Mr. MILLSON. The passage of that bill is 
®. fair illustration of the evils and mischiefs of pass- 
ing bills without reference; evils which we shall 


hardly avoid in future if we allow bills to be passed | Military Affairs, ever depart from the good, 


under similar circumstances. 
I now leave this part of the subject, and refer 


to the other objection which the honorable chair- | 


man of the Judiciary Committee [Mr. Stanton] 
desired me to specify. It is this: that that bill, by 
a simple act of legislation, confers citizenship 


| of a bill from the same Committee on the Ju- | 


and to ascertain rights already existing, but to 
confer upon various persons rights of citizen- 


ship, which, it was declared, they do not now pos- | 


sess, 
Mr. PARKER. I rise to a question of order. 
If this is a legitimate discussion, it is legitimate to 
reply to it. 1 imagine it would not be in order to 
| reply, and therefore the remarks of the gentleman 
| are out of order. 


The SPEAKER. 


marks take too wide a range. 
Mr. MILLSON. I will now refer to another 
| case illustrating the evils of this practice. It is 


one which, so far as I know, is without precedent, | 


even in the proceedings of this House. / 
Day before yesterday, upon the introduction 


diciary, after a speech in favor of the bill, and 
after the reading of the report intended to recom- 


| mend the passage of the bill, the House sustained 
| the demand for the previous question, and passed, 


not only without reterence but without discussion, 


'a bill, which | undertake to say, unless I am 
| grossly deceived in my estimate of the character 
| of the bill, could have scarcély passed this House 


if it had been the subject even of a brief discus- 
sion. The effort now made is not so bad as that. 


|| There has been as yet no demand for the previous 


| question. But may | not well warn the House 





| 


|| precedent they themselves establishe 


legislation, when | remind them, that if they yield 
to such applications as this they may do a second 
_ time what | trust has been done only once before, 
| and that is, to introduce and pass, without refer- 
ence or debate, a private bill of questionable char- 


| 

| acter; a bill designed, as it was said, to correct | 
| errors in a law passed at the last session of Con- 
gress, which law was itself passed without debate | 
or reference, and against the protest of gentlemen | 
|| who desired an opportunity of examining into the 





| merits of the bill, if it had any. 

| A Memper. What bill was it? 

| Mr. MILLSON. A bill for the relief of Ben- 
| jamin S. Roberts. We may, if we are not cau- 
| tious, do the same thing again. I trust, then, that 
_ the House will retrace its steps, and 6° back to the 


mencement of the session. I have no object or 
interest in opposing any of these bills. Ido not 
| know that I hens any objection to the bill now 

under sontiderasion, Weil think that we all have 
a common interest in protecting the credit of Con- 
gressional legislation, and that we should in no 
instance, except in a matter of extreme necessity, 
or a matter of humanity, such as that brought to- 


of the honorable chairman of the Committee on 


wholesome, and salutary rule of taking time to 
deliberate upon all questions that require our atten- 
tion. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 





If the gentle- 


man will allow me, I desire to ask him if this bill 


‘| should be referred to a committee, and should be 


I would sug- || 


The Chair thinks the point | 
| of order well taken, and that the gentleman’s re- | 


against the evils of this hasty and mischievous | 


at the com- | 


the notice of the House yesterday by the report | 


| 1 can to become in some degree informed of the 
| character of the measures upon which I am re- 
quired to vote. 

Mr. ORR. I concur with the gentleman from 

Virginia, and I desire to call his attention to an 
_ act passed at the last session of Congress, granting 

to this same company “ the right of way, and . 

sufficiency of lands to construct a road,” provided 
| that the location of said road through the lands 
| should be made subject to the approval of the Sec- 
| retary of War, and provided the said location could 
_ be made without injury to the public interests. 

I would like to understand why there is any 
| necessity for repealing thislaw. I see that the bill 
| reported by the committee propose that the loca- 
be left to the discretion of the com- 
|| manding officer at Jefferson barracks, and not to 
|| that of the Secretary of War, as the aet of the last 
| session of Congress provides. 
|| Mr. MILLSON. It was no part of my pur- 
|| pose to enter into a discussion of the merits of 
|| this bill; but being, as I was, a member of the last 
|, Congress, and knowing that nearly all the ob- 
| structions to the dispatch of business in that Con- 
|| gress proceeded from this very practice of forcing 
|| the consideration of bills upon the mere presenta- 
| tion of reports of committees, without further ex- 
\|amination and deliberation, Iam the more op- 
|| posed to it now, and more desirous now to place 
an adequate check upon it. Why, the gentleman 
from Tennessee recollects that during the last 
Congress the Committee on Public Lands were 
before the House making reports for some three 
or four months. 

A Memser. Six months. 

Mr. MILLSON, A gentleman says six months. 
Now, why did that committee occupy the attention 
of the House for six months. 

Mr. STANTON. I will tell the gentleman, if 
|| he will allow me to answer the question. 
|| Not now. I will firstanswer it myself. Why 
| was it, [ say, that no other committee of this 
House was called for reports during a period of 
four, five, or six months—three or four months 
according to my recollection—but, as other gentle- 
men tell me, six months? Why was it that it 
was not in order even to call the Committee on 
on Ways and Means during that whole period to 
report important bills necessary to carry on the 
| Government? 

‘| ‘The reason was, that there had been a large num- 

ber of bills and petitions referred to that commit- 

tee; and whenever a report was made by them, 

| anxious as they were to secure an early consider- 

| ation for the business under their charge, the mo- 

tion was invariably made to put the bill upon ils 
ssage. 

Mr. HENN, (interrupting.) If the gentleman 
willlook at the Calendar of the last Congress, he 
will find that the first ten or twelve bills reported 
| by the Committee on Public Lands were referred 
| to the Committee of the Whole without any at- 
tempt upon the part of that committee to put them 
upon their passage. I make this statement for the 
'| purpose of setting the gentleman right. ; 
||. Mr. MILLSON. The gentleman surely did 
hot understand me as saying that every individ- 
ual bill reported by the Committee on Public 
|| Lands was put upon its passage as soon as re 
'| ported. 

Ih Mr. HENN. The gentleman said they inve- 
riably made that motion. 

Mr. MILLSON. My object was to show thet 
the reason why the Committee on Public Lands 
kept the attention of the House for some six 
months was, that the general course, perhaps not 
the invariable one, taken by them when they re- 
ported bills to the House, was to put them on 
their passage at once, instead of having them re- 
ferred to the Committee = coeeetate to take their 
regular places apon the Calendar. 

A necro ‘Several of them were referred to 
|| the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. MILLSON. That is true; but many of 
them were referred against the remonstrances of 
the committee. in some instances, four, five, OF 
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six days were spent in discussing the question of 
reference. Ifthe reference was made, then the 
discussion would have all to be gone over again 
when the bill came up in its order; and thus the 
time of the House was wasted. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. If the gentle- 
man will allow me to interrupt him for a single 
moment, I will call the attention of the House to 
a cause for the delay inthe transaction of its busi- 
ness, behind the one to which he has made refer- 
ence. 

Nobody regretted more than I did the obstruc- 





tions in the transaction of the business of the | 


House during the last Congress. 
gretted more than I did the inability of other com- 
mittees to report to the House; but 1 would suggest 
that the original cause which led to the practice 
of putting bills upon their passage as soon as re- 
ported was, that if bills were referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole to take their regular place 
upon the Calendar, it was well known that they 
would slumber there forever. Whatever may be 
the rules of the House upon the subject, every one 
knows that in practice it has been found utterly 
impossible to get up bills upon the Calendar there, 
unless it be those of overshadowing importance— 
something like the homestead bill. 


In my opinion, in reference to bills involving || 


no great important principle, that when they have 
been referred to standing committees of the 


Nobody re- || 


ouse, 


fairly examined and considered by them, and re- | 


ported to the House, it is, perhaps, the best way 
to put them upon their passage without referring 
them to the Committee of the Whole. If the 
committee reporting them have fairly examined 
them, and are able fully to explain them, the House 
may very safely trust itself to pass bills thus 
reported. 

Mr. MILLSON. I understand the gentleman 
to ask why it was that bills upon the Calendar in 
Committee of the Whole were not taken up? It 
was because the time of the House was wasted in 
the discussion of bills which the Committee on 
Public Lands were endeavoring to put upon their 
passage. The time of the House was occupied 
in this manner, and there was no opportunity to 
consider bills which had already been referred to 
the Committee of the Whole. An interest had 
grown up in the House in the consideration of 
bills ee reported; and those desiring the 
passage of such bills were themselves unwilling to 
go into the Committee of the W hole for the purpose 


of taking up bills sent there at an early period of 
the session. ‘ 


| 


| 


|| considered. 
|, body. 


1} 


|| earnestness on this subject at this time, it 
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against that committee. 
| several times, and I desire now to correct it by 
historical facts. I will, therefore, ask the gentle- 
| man, in order to correct him, whether a majority 
of the bills reported during the last Congress by 
the Committee on Public Lands were not put 
upon their passage by members not on the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, but by the friends or 
introducers of the bills? I wish, also, to ask the 


Mr. HENN. The charge has been made here | 


gentleman if a majority of the time consumed by | 
that committee in reporting bills was not occu- | 


pied by a factious minority in calling the yeas and 
“ upon those bills? 
i 


r. MILLSON. The gentleman has mistaken | 


me in one or two respects. 

Mr. HENN. I wish it to be understood that 
I am not against the proposition which the gen- 
tleman lays down. [am myself in favor of 
taking their regular course. 

Mr. MILLSON. I wish the gentleman from 
_Towa, who was, perhaps, a member of the Com- 
| mittee on Public Lands of the last Congress, to 
| understand that I am not making charges, but 
pointing out evils and their remedies, and referring 
to this subject historically. 

Mr. HENN. I wished merely to correct the 
gentleman about the course of that committee. 

Mr. MILLSON. 
_blame to the Committee on Public Lands, who 
| were naturally anxious that their bills should be 
[ did not impute blame to any- 
I was tracing results from their legitimate 


tions were submitted, by whomsoever the attempts 
were made, certain it is that the effect was not less 
| injurious; and that was, that the Committee on 
| Public Lands held possession of this House for 


| business, and that other committees who had re- 
| ports to make, could at no time, without a viola- 
| tion of the rules of order, make their reports. 

| I, myself, was prevented from making a great 
| many reports from the committee of which | was 


causes, and stating that by whomsoever the mo- | 


ills | 


I never meant to impute | 


some six months, to the obstruction of all other | 


| a member, and which I had in my desk ready to | 


| report. 


In concluding these desultory remarks, allow 


| me to say, that when I rose | had no intention to | 


consume the time of the House for more than a 
| very few minutes; and if I have atone any 
as been 

| because I felt, as every member should feel, con- 


cern for the honor of the House, for the credit of || 


Let us see what is the operation of this thing. || our legislation, and because I desire thatthe House 


A meritorious bill, one that requires but slight || shall now return to a practice which all admit to be | 


discussion before the committee, the friends of || a wholesome one; even those who depart from it 


which invite investigation, is committed to the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 


for those interested in the passage of the bill court 


inquiry ; they do not wish to stifle discussion; they | 


know the bill has merits, and they themselves ask 
that it shall be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. Some six, eight, 
ten, or twelve months afterward, other bills are 
presented to Congress, later in time and less in 
merit. Itis felt that they will not so well stand 
the test of investigation. Efforts are made to put 
them on their ‘oy e before there can have been 
opportunity afforded for discussing their merits; 
and the result is, that these bills are either passed 
or rejected; and those meritorious bills, the friends 


of which have referred them to the Committee of | 


the Whole on the state of the Union at the com- 
mencement of the session, because they challenged 
investigation, are not reached at all. 

Let all bills, without distinction, be referred to 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 


Union, or to a Committee of the Whole House, 


as was suggested by the gentleman from Indiana | 


[Mr. Mace} atthe commencement of the session. 
I trust that 
rules of the House, and it certainly will be in the 
report of the Select Committee on k 
cient number of the other members of that com- 
mittee will sustain me in doing so. If that were 
done, then it.would be the interest of every mem- 
ber to go into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union to take up the bills in their 
order, and consider them freely and fully as they 
may be considered in that committee. 

Mr. HENN, (interrupting.) The gentleman 
from Virginia has made a charge against the 


ules, if a suffi- | 


feel a sort of necessity to excuse themselves, by | 


| alleging that while the general principle is un- 
| doubtedly correct, the immediate circumstances 


| ception from it. 
|. Mr. CARUTHERS. I do not design, Mr. 
|| Speaker, to go into any argument in regard to the 
|| general er of referring bills in their regu- 
| lar order. 
|| the House to state the reasons that, while recog- 
|| nizing this general principle of propriety in acting 
upon business in regular order, the bill now under 
| consideration ought to be immediately put on its 
| passage. It proposes nothing new. An act, passed 
| at the last session of Congress, granted to this 
railroad company the right of way as proposed in 


| the bill which | have this morning reported. It | 


is in the exact language of that act. We can, 
therefore, be in no danger of hasty legislation on 
the subject. The attention of the House has been 


was passed at the last session the following pro- 
viso: 


i 


that he could not look to any interest of the commu- 


| of their own particular case should make it an ex- || 








Mr. MILLSON. I have made no charge | derived by the community from the construction of the 


road, and the necessity to its success, of securing the route 
proposed, it seems proper to remind you that such circum 
stances cannot affect the question referred by the act for 
the decision of this Department; and that with the most 
favorable disposition to the success of this, and every other 
enterprise calculated to advance the commercial prosperity 
of the country, I am precluded from taking into view the 
advantage to individuals or companies by the terms of the 
simple and narrow question propounded by the act, whether 
any injury will result to the public interests.” 

Acting, Mr. Speaker, under this construction, 
which was, at all events, a strict one, but with 
which construction I have now no desire of quarrel- 
ing, he imposed upon this [ron Mountain ey 
such restrictions as made this grant of right of 
way of no possible use to them. The Iron Mount- 
ain Company, when this act was passed by Con- 
gress, supposing a liberal construction would be 
given to it, placed the Iron Mountain road under 
contract through the public grounds. And, after 
so placing it under contract through that region, 
the Secretary of War imposed conditions on it 
which rendered the grant nugatory, and which ab- 
solutely prohibited them—or, in effect, at least, 
So them—from going through these public 
ands. 

The company then come and ask from.Con- 
gress the meaning of these provisions, and the 
attention of the House being directed to the pro- 
visions of this bill, I think they will find that in 
these provisions the rights and interests of the 
Government have been most studiously guarded 

ee 

e ask for no appropriations. We only ask for 
the right of ee feet through these grounds. 
On examining this subject, you will find that the 
road, according to its present line, runs almost 
immediately on the banks of the Mississippi river; 
that all the public buildings are situated so far back 
from the river that no possible injury can be done, 
either to the arsenal, the magazine, or the Jefferson 

barracks. For, to provide still further against an 
ossible injury, one of the provisions of this bil 
is, that this company shall erect, at its own ex- 
| pense, a strong wire, or other substantial fence, 

bexwons the line of road and the public grounds. 

The bill provides, further, that the company 
shall open and construct large iron gates to give 
as many passages to the river as the commanding 
officer at Jefferson barracks shall think proper. 
It provides still further, that this company is to be 
responsible for all public losses by collision, or 
other injuries, done by the passage of the road 
through these public grounds. 

Now, I desire to state, that when these condi- 
tions were imposed by the Secretary of War, they 
were so onerous and oppressive on the company 
that the company went to work, through its en- 
gineer, and endeavored to find some other outlet 
for the St. Louis road to the Iron Mountain 
| road. That engineer examined most carefully all 
the ground through which the road could possibly 
go, in order to avoid running through these public 
grounds. The result of this examination was, 
that the company found they could get no outlet for 
'+the road from the city of St. Louis to the Iron 


do desire, however, the consent of | Mountain without the increase of twenty-one 


| miles in distance, and without a much more bur- 


|| densome and heavier grade. 


| 


called to it heretofore. There was in the bill which | 


ep , | The said location shall be made without injury to the | 
rovision will be embodied in the || pattie interest, in the opinion of the said Secretary of 


The Secretary of War construed that proviso — 


| nity; that he could not look to the public benefit | 
| which might accrue from the construction of the | 
| road; that he was bound strictly by the terms of | 


| the act, and to consider merely what injury was || 


to be done to the public property through which 
| the road was to pass. The followi 
retary’s construction in his own words, in a letter 


‘| to T. S. O'Sullivan, at New York: 
Committee on Public Lands of the last Congress. |! 


| 


is the Sec- | 


Mark me: the dis- 
tance from St. Louis city to the Iron Mountain is 
only about eighty miles. Here, in giving the dis- 
tance as eighty miles, you have increased the 
distance of the road, if not allowed to go through 
the public grounds, twenty-one miles. _ 
Still more: the grade which would have to be 
adopted, if the line ran this twenty-one miles 
further, is still heavier, according to the report 
of the engineer. 1 shal! read, for the satisfaction 
of the House, that portion of his report which ap- 
plies to this point: 
* After full surveys of every possible route, (says Mr. 
| O'Sullivan, the engineer,) it is conclusively shown that 
| the St. Louis and Iron Mountain Railroad, if built at all, 
must follow the west bank of the river for about twenty 
miles south of that city ; and, therefore, that it must pasa 
through the lands fronting on the river occupied by the 
establishments referred to in law. Immediately westward 
from the ¢ity bank the country rises so much as to be im- 
practicable for the work along any route that should clear 
those lands in their rear. If the right of way is not con- 
ceded, the Iron Mountain is inaccessible from St. Louis, 
except at the cost of about twenty-one miles increase in 

| distanice, and a material increase in grades.’”’ 

| This right of way being so obstructed by the 
construction put upon the bill by the Secretary of 

| War, the road was, as I remarked, put under 


“ As you have called my attention to the benefits to be || contract at the time this construction was made. 
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It was desirous, of course, to commence the bu ild- 
ing of this road to the city of St. Louis, The 
first section of the road through these public 
grounds was placed under contrect. ' 

When this construction of the proviso, which 
I now ask the House to repeal, was made by the 
Secretary, the company abandoned the contracts 
which they had before made. They disbanded 
the forces which they had at that point, and reor- 
ganized them, and placed them upon other sec- 
tions of the road, twenty or thirty miles distant 
from St. Louis. 

The necessity for the immediate passage of this 
act, and the reason why I object to its going upon 
the Calendar, and taking its regular course with 
other bills, is the all-importance, to this enter- 
rise, that they should commence at the city of St. 
pas They are desirous of commencing now, 
and are waiting at this moment for the favorable 
and kind action of Congress upon this proposi- 
tion. They desire, I say, to commence the work 
now. If you compel them to build twenty-one 
miles more of road, they may be compelled to 
abandon the whole enterprise. I shall not detain 
the House with a recital of the general benefits of 
that enterprise to the whole community; of its 
being the connecting link between St. Louis and 
New Orleans, and a connecting link in the great 
chain of roads uniting the North with the Gulf. I 
shall detain the House with this matter only so 
far as to state that it is all-important that this 
road shall be built as a connecting link, and to 
state that this connecting link is jeoparded by the 
imposition of this burden of building twenty-one 
miles more of road, and that of a much heavier 
grade. 

When, therefore, gentlemen come to see how 
sedulously the committee have guarded the inter- 
ests of the public grounds at St. Louis, and know 
that the committee unanimously recommended 
the bill to the House, and see the absolute neces- 
sity of the construction of the road through the 
public grounds at St. Louis, they will admit that 
this is a case, not involving any new principles of 
legislation, not asking an appropriation upon the 
part of the Government, but that it simply asks 
the Government to give to a part of its citizens a 
right of way, of sixty feet, through these Govern- 
ment lands. 

Mr. ORR, (interrupting.) Mr. Speaker, I should 
be glad if the gentleman from Missouri would state 
what are the restrictions which the Secretary of 
War imposed upon the company. If the public 


grounds and property were likely to be injured, || 


he should state what that injury is, and what re- 
strictions the Secretary thought necessary, in his 
estimation, to impose, in order to counteract that 
injury. 

Mr. CARRUTHERS. I will say, in reply to 
the inquiry of the gentleman from South Car- 
olina, that there were six restrictions imposed. 
The first of which—already complied with in 
making the final location—was this: That the 
road through the arsenal grounds should be lo- 
cated one hundred feet further east than the line 
on the map submitted. I say, with that the com- 
pany has complied, and with that the bill which I 
reported this morning complies. The bill is drawn 
in obedience with the requirements of the Secre- 
tary of War, and the road is located one hundred 
feet further east. 

The second restriction was, that the company 
was required to place a stone wall, of such height 
as the commanding officer shall designate, between 
the road and the grounds occupied for military pur- 
poses, with suitable iron gates and ways, and a 
strong wire fence between the road and the water, 
with suitable iron gates and crossing places—the 
number of gates not to exceed four at Jefferson 
barracks, one at the magazine, and one at the ar- 
senal. The points to be selected by thecommand- 
ing officers thereof, but the Government to have 
the right to open as many ways across the rail- 
road to the routes as the circumstances of the ser- 
vice may require, but without expense to the com- 
pany The rond from the arsenal to the water to 

e passed over by a bridge in such manner as to 
cause no obstructions. 

3d. The commanding officer's house, and any 
other houses it may be necessery to remove in 
consequence of the road passing through the pub- 
lic grounds, to be taken down and removed to sites 
designated by the commanding officer, and put up 
at the expense of the company. 





| on Public Lands. 


| expired ? 








4th. The company to keep the gates, fences, and || 


crossing-places in repair as long as they retain the 
right of way for the road; and to keep, at all times, 
watchmen, or other suitable persons, to give timely 
notice of the approach of trains. 

Sth. That the company shall be responsible for 
all losses which may be sustained by the public, 
either by the destruction of public property, or by 
collision with the trains in passing over the several 
crossing-places. 

6th. Horse-power only to be used in passing 
through the public grounds. 

It is this sixth condition which falls with such 
crushing weight upon the company, and to be 
relieved from, mainly, that this bill is reported. 
The Secretary requires, under his strict construc- 
tion of the act to which I have called the attention 
of the House, that horse-power only shall be used; 
and in the bill | have reported, | provide that in 
all cases where powder is to be received or shipped 
at the magazine such power only should be used. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


San. 19, 


The SPEAKER. It has expired. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then I move that the ru! 
be suspended, and that the House resolve itsel; 
into the Committee of the Whole on the stete of 


iF | 


the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The gentlemap from Ala- 
bama cannot take the floor from the gentleman 
from Missouri [Mr. Caruruers] forthat purpose, 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then I move to goto the 
business upon the Speaker’s table: } 

Mr. CARUTHERS. | ask the gentleman from 
Alabama to allow me fora single moment. I have 
received the suggestion of the gentleman from II. 
linois (Mr. Bissexn} kindly, and have no objec. 
tion to adopt it. I will therefore withdraw ‘the 
motion to put the bill upen its passage, and move 
that the Committee on Public Lands may be dis- 
charged from its further consideration, and that 
it be committed to the Committee on Military Af. 
fairs. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


I have no objection to that 


I will state that the magazine building is seven | disposition of the bill; and if it can be disposed of 


hundred feet from this lne of road, and, conse- 


at once, I will withdraw the motion to go to the 


quently, that it would be in no danger from the | business upon the Speaker’s table for that pur- 


sparks of the cars. The only possible danger 
would be in receiving and shipping powder from 
the magazine; but this, I think, isamply provided 
for in the bill, by requiring that horse-power only 
should be then used, 


Mr. BISSELL. 


I desire to say a single word 
upon this subject. 


It is pretty well known, by 


pose. 7 , Rint 
The SPEAKER. There is also a motion pend- 


| ing to refer the bill to the Committee of the Whole 


those who care anything about it, that I am dis- || 
posed to be liberal upon this occasion, and upon || agreed to. 


all similar occasions, where companies are en- 
gaged in making important public improvements. 


| on the state of the Union. 
} 


Mr. HOUSTON. I think, then, [ had better 
insist upon my motion to go to the businesss on 
the Speaker’s table. 

The question was put, and the motion was 


The SPEAKER accordingly laid before the 


House a communication from the ‘Treasury De- 


i was not in the Hall when this bill was presented, || partment, transmitting a statement in reference to 


but | understand that it came from the Committee 


the marine hospital! fund for the relief of sick and 


This proposition does not at || disabled seamen in the ports of the United States: 


all relate to public lands, or anything connected || which was laid upon the table, and ordered to be 


with public lands. 
railroad through lands which have been appropri- 
ated long ago for similar purposes, in or near the 
city of St. Louis. It seems to me that this sub- 
ject is a proper one for the Military Committee, 
and I rise merely for the purpose of suggesting to 
the gentleman from St. Louis, [Mr. Carutuers,] 
without the slightest disposition to be unfair, un- 
reasonable, or illiberal to the railroad company in 
this case, whether we had not better refer it to the 
Committee on Military Affairs ? 

I think there are many difficulties involved in 
this matter which perhaps might be obviated by 


lt is an application to run a || printed. 


SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC PRINTING. 


The next business in order was the considera- 
tion of the joint resolution authorizing an in- 
crease of the force in the office of the Superintend- 
ent of the Public Printing; which was taken from 
the Speaker’s table, and read a first and second 
time by its title. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. Is it in order to make 
a motion to lay that bill upon the table? 

TheSPEAKER. It is 1» order. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. Then | make that 


the Military Committee in the course of a single | motion. 


session. And | must confess that the fact of this 
bill coming here from the Committee on Public 
Lands, with a favorable recommendation, weighs 
not a straw with me in its favor. Iam ata loss 
to know how the matter ever went before that 
committee. It relates to public grounds which 
long ago were appropriated to military purposes, 
and they have nothing at all to do with the legiti- 
mate business of the Committee on Public Lands. 
L merely desire, however, to suggest to the gentle- 
man from Missouri [Mr. Carutners] that he 
should move to refer the bill to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 


Mr. COBB, (interrupting.) I would suggest 


to the gentleman from Missouri that it would be | 


better for him to make the motion to recommit 
the bill to the Committee on Public Lands. If 
he does not, some gentleman will get the floor 
directly, upon the expiration of the morning hour, 
and move to go. to the business upon the Speaker’s 
table; which will perhaps throw his business 
where he will not find it again. 

Mr. BISSELL. 
the purpose of removing any impression to the 
contrary that may have arisen, that 1 am favor- 


I wish to remark again for | 


(Cries of ** No!’ ** No!” and ‘ Read the bill 
first!’? 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. Weil, Lhave no objec- 
tion that the bill shall be referred to a committee. 
I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I move that the bill be re- 
ferred to the House Committee on Printing. 


THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 


Mr. EWING. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the W hole on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended, and the House 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Orrin the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that when the com- 
mittee last rose, it had under consideration House 
bill (No. 49)‘ to supply deficiencies in the appro- 
priations for the service of the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1854,’’ and that the gentleman from Lou- 
isiana (Mr. Perkins] was entitled. to the floor. 

Mr. HOUSTON. i ask the gentleman trom 
| Louisiana to let me say one word. ' 

Mr. PERKINS, | yield the floor to tue gen- 


. 


ably disposed towards accomplishing the object | Ueman with pleasure. 


desired by this railroad company; but I want the 


bill to come from the committee to which it should || 


The House the other day 


Mr. HOUSTON. 4 


adopted a resolution closing debate ov tne Presi 


properly have been referred. With the consent of | dent’s message; the time for that debate is now 


the gentleman, I will move to commit the bill to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 


| running, and the debate musi close on Thursday 


next. I therefore desire to makea motion, whica 


The SPEAKER. A motion is already pending | 1 wanted my colleague [Mr. Smitu] to allow me 


to refer the bill to the Committee of the Whole | or make yesterday, and whieh i think it fa 


on the state of the Union. 


Mr. BISSELL. I am aware of that. I pro- 


ir and 
just to the House to make: and that is, to lay 
aside this bill, and take up the President’s mes- 


posed to make the motion as an amendment, to | sage, and let the debate go on upon that. I there- 
refer it to the Committee on Military Affairs; but || fore hope the gentleman who is entitled to the floor 


I will allow the gentleman from Missouri to make 
any motion of reference he pleases. 
Mr. HOUSTON, Has not the morning hour | 


| will allow me to submit that motion. 
Mr. PERKINS. 1 acquiesce in that motion. 
The motion was agreed to; and the deficiency 
bill was thereupon laid aside. 
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1854. 
THE PRESIDENT S MESSAGE. 

The committee then took up for consideration 
the President’s annual message, and the resolu- 
tions of the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Hous- 
ron] to refer the same. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that upon that ques- 
tion the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. 
Karitt] was entitled to the floor. 


TONNAGE DUTIES. 


Mr. KESITT, having the floor, addressed the 
committee. He denied that his friend [Mr. Sairu} 
from Alabama had yesterday represented the po- 
litical feeling of his State. After a lengthy exor- 
dium, Mr. K. said that he proposed to ask the 
attention of the committee while he referred to 
that part of the President’s message which relates 
to tonnage duties. He proposed to divide the 
subject into two parts—first, its constitutionality; 
secondly, its expediency. 

After discussing the question of the constitu- 
tionality of tonnage duties, he proposed, under the 
head of ** expediency,’’ to consider the four fol- 
lowing propositions: 

First, that tonnage duties in this connection will 
secure economy in levying taxes; 

Secondly, that they will secure economy in col- 
lecting taxes; 


Thirdly, the successful application of the fund; | 


and 
Fourthly, that it would restore the Government 
to its original republican simplicity. 


On this last head he said that money,in a Repub- | 
lic, was the foundation of despotism; and that the | 


more the monetary resources of a Republic were 
reduced the nearer would it be restored to its 
original design and simplicity. 

Up to the present time the idea had been, that 
Government was the means, and men the end 
sut we had incorporated into our Governmentthe 


idea that men were the end, and Government the | 


means. Yet by the course we were now pursu- 
ing, we were reversing this idea. He called upon 
the West, now treading, with giant steps, the 


paths of greatness, to follow the lead of her dis- | 


tinguished Senator, to offer up her jealousies upon 
the altar of constitutional liberty. He called on 
the North, wallowing in wealth, to turn from the 
flesh-pots of Egypt, and defend constitutional lib- 


erty. He called upon the South to rally again | 
under the old Republican flag, and fight for its few | 


remaining shreds. 


[His speech, withheld for revision, will be pub- | 


lished in the Appendix. ] 


Mr. HUGHES, of New York, next addressed | 


the committee on the difficulties existing in the 
Democratic party in the State of New York. It 


would be idle for him to deny that in 1848, in the | 


State of New York, the Democratic party was 
split in twain. There being two parties, two con- 
ventions were called, at Rome; one assembled in 
the Presbyterian and the other in the Baptist 
church. 

He related the action of these conventions, and 
charged the ‘*Hards”’ with seeking to institute a 
coalition with the Free Soilers. He also detailed 
the action of the two parties in the subsequent 
election, and charged that in consequence of the 
coalition proposed by the ‘*Hards”’ the Soft par- 
ty had lost the election of all their candidates save 
one. 

The split in New York wasa mere split for 
spoils, and he was surprised that his friends—the 
Hards—should lend themselves to such ‘* base 
uses.’’ Thus he had shown, not only the action, 
but, as he thought, the motive of the party. He 
was for aunion of the whole party, without 
which, their enemies would prevail against them. 

He had endeavored to give the history of the 


Hards and Softs; he had endeavored also to show | 


that the Hards sought a coalition; and if there 
was one doctrine of law more than another which 
the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Currie,}] 
should adhere to, it was the doctrine of estoppel. 

He thought that the gentleman was estopped 
from saying a single word on this subject of co- 
alitions. He hoped that this subject might now 
be dropped—that New York might be allowed to 
settle her own difficulties in her own way. He 
stood upon the Baltimore platform, and on that 
platform he meant to stand, come what might. 

(Mr. Huewes’s speech will be found in the Ap- 
pendix.) 

Mr. GROW. Mr. Chairman, | do not pro- 


pose to discuss the question before the committee, 
nor am | disposed to detain it with any lengthy 
remarks. 

Mr. CUTTING. May I be permitted to ask 
the gentleman whether he will yield me a few 
minutes of his time for personal explanation ? 

Mr. SEWARD. 1 call the gentleman to order. 
He has been heard once, and | object to his taking | 
the floor when other gentlemen desire to get pos- 
session of it. 

TheCHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from New 
York was heard on the deficiency bill, but not-on 
the President’s message; and if he obtains the | 
floor he will be entitled to speak on the latter sub- | 
ject. The floor, however, has been assigned to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania. The Chair un- 
derstands that the gentleman has yielded it tem- 
porarily to the gentleman from New York, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. He cannot do it. 
If the gentleman from Pennsylvania yields the 
floor at all he must do it unconditionally. 

Mr. HUGHES. I desire, Mr. Chairman, to | 
say a word by way of explanation. I understand 
that a friend of mine from New York [Mr. | 
Wuee er] takes to heart what | said in regard 
to his taking the floor so frequently. I meant no 
disparagement to him. My remarks have been 
intended in kindness throughout. 1 trust that.no 
gentleman will consider them to be otherwise. 

Mr. GROW. Isimply wish to state that I do | 
not yield to the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Cuttine] to make a lengthy speech. I cannot 
afford to give him more than ten minutes of my 
time. 

Mr. JONES. I submit to the Chair whether 
a gentleman can obtain the floor and then transfer | 
it to another to make a speech? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks not. 

Mr. JONES. Then I insist on the enforcement 
of the rules. 

Mr. CUTTING. Oneword. There is no mem- 
ber of this committee who is less anxious than I 
am to obtrude myself upon the time or the atten- 
tion of its members; but it cannot, I think, have 
failed to strike gentlemen that there has been this 
morning a prepared and designed personal attack 
upon myself, with a view to affecting and impair- 
ing the influence of my accidentally becoming the 
champion of the Democratic party of the State of 
New York, by imputing to me the same errors 
and the same political offenses that I had been in- 
veighing against the day before. 

Sir, | desire, inasmuchasthese words fell warmly 
on the ears—at once~-in the moment—-on the spot—- 
at the time—to give those explanations, which are 
personal to myself, with a view to see whether 
the charges which have been made were candid— 
were frank; and whether, when they charge me, 
as a member of two conventions, with any sins— | 
if sins were committed by either of these bodies— 
it would not have been more frank to have stated 
what were the courses which I personally adopted 
in relation to each and every of these measures, 
instead of charging upon me that which was done 
by the body. 

Is the Speaker of this House, is the chairman 
of this committee, is every member of this body 
to be made responsible for every act of the body, 
even though he votes for or against the particular 
measure? And what do you think of the sin- 
cerity of him who, in a political controversy, or 
contest, wishes to charge on the Presiding Officer 
of this House or of this committee, or on any 
member of this committee, the sins of legislation 


which had been committed—if you please—by the | 


majority sgainst his wishes. 

Now, if the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. Grow] chooses to yield me the floor, I will 
proceed first with an explanation personal to 
myself; and when [ have got through with that 
which is personal to me, if the gentleman then de- 
sires to resume his place on the floor, I shall 


cheerfully yield to him with much pleasure, and | 


with much eblization for the favor conferred. But 
{ will not promise to do it in any time less than 


is necessary for the purpose of putting myself | 
right. 1 mean either to do that, or else leave the | 


committee to judge between the gentleman’ and 


myself. When I have done thet, and resumed | 


the floor, I shail ask the favor of this committee 
to address it again; because the observations 


which came from mea day or two since were | 
made in answer to a question put to me by the 
gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Smrra,] who had | 
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the floor. I came before the committee then as 


merely responding to that inquiry, and not to 
make a set speech for the purpose of reviewing 
this quarrel. 

Now, understanding that the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Grow] is indulgent enough to 
say that I may—as respects, at ail events, that 
which is personal—explain, | will proceed. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires to un- 
derstand if the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
yields the floor to the gentleman from New York? 

Mr. GROW. I have no objection to yield the 
floor to the gentleman from New York for the 
a he has specified. 

he CHAIRMAN. Dol understand this, that 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania actually yields 
the floor? The Chair was subject to embarrass- 
ment yesterday and the day before in consequence 
of members yielding in this way, as I understood 
the facts in a different sense to those members. I 
understood, when the gentleman from New York 
{[Mr. Curtine] made his speech yesterday, that he 
was occupying the time on hisown account. And 
now, I understand the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania to have resigned the floor without condition 
to the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. GROW. I donot propose to yield the 
floor absolutely. Whatl have to say | wish to 
say to-day. But if the gentleman (Mr, Currine} 
will allow me to say what! wish, he can then 
make his remarks. It will not take me more than 
ten or fifteen minutes. 

Mr. CUTTING. I should be very sorry to 
press the matter further. A favor extended grace- 
fully is one which I always respond to willingly; 
but if itis to be thus extended with restrictions, | 
prefer to remain for the present under the embar- 
rassments which, perhaps, until | have an oppor- 
tunity to reply, may and ought to rest on me. I 
accept nothing which comes reluctantly. 

Mr. GROW. It does not come reluctantly. 1 
propose to the gentleman from New York to give 
him a certain length of time to make any personal 
explanations he may think proper. But he has 
given notice to this committee that he shall seek 
the floor on some other occasion; and why should 
he intrude on every man’s time? I made what | 
considered to be a liberal offer. I was willing to 
allow the gentleman to make any persona! expla- 
nation. I had no objection tohis doing so. Butl 
cannot permit him to go on making a speech on 
this controversy in the mean time, which would 
throw me over till to-morrow, when I have no 
desire to speak. If I speak at all, 1 desire to 
speak to-day. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania declines to yield the floor to the gentle- 
man from New York. 

Mr. GROW. 1 would be very happy, Mr. 
Chairman, to accommodate the gentleman; bat as 
my attempt to be accommodating was not appre- 
ciated and accepted, | must therefore take ny 
time. 

I do not propose to discuss the subject before 
this committee, nor to make a political speech; nor 
would I make any remarks now, but for a refleo- 
tion which was cast upon the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, and upon her officers, in the Senate 
of the United States yesterday. 

The CHAIRMAN, (interrupting.) The Chair 
would inform the gentleman that it is not in order 
to refer, in his remarks, to any matter pending 
before the Senate. 

Mr. GROW. Then I do not propose to refer 
to a matter pending before the Senate, but will 
confine myself to a statement of facts, and to vin- 
dicate history. It has not been thought proper 
by the delegation from Pennsylvania here to notice 
the newspaper remarks and charges which have 
been made against the Executive and the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania on this subject, be- 
cause it is one with which the Generai Govern- 
ment hes nothing to do, and over which she has 
no control. I read these remarks 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I rise to a question of 
order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania will suspend until the question of order 
is decided. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I ask the Chair if it is proper 
in debate in the House of Representatives in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, to refer toa debate which has 
been had in the Senate, and to read a part of that 
debate in a gentleman’s speech? 
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The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that it | 


fs not; but the Chair would say, that he does not- 
know what the gentleman from Pennsylvania pro- 
poses to read. 

Mr. GROW. I propose to read a statement from 
a pa per. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would state to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania that it is not in 
order to refer to matters which have transpired in | 
the other wing of the Capitol, and he hopes, there- 
fore, if the gentleman proceeds with his remarks, 
that he will confine himself to those which are 
strictly in order. 

Mr. GROW. It comes with bad grace 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, (interrupting.) I 
call the gentleman from Pennsylvania to order. 

Mr. GROW, I will obviate all questions of 
order by making statements on my own authority, 
and referring to the action of this House. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that is 
in order. 

Mr. GROW. Itis not long since that a memo- 
rial was presented here, by the citizens of Ohio, or 
Indiana, complaining of the State of Pennsylvania 
for want of fidelity to the laws and Constitution 
of the Union, and of comity to her sister States. 
And since then her citizens hive been represented | 
in hostility to the General Government, disobey- 
ing the decrees of the Federal courts, imprisoning 
the marshals sent to execute the process oftho se 
courts, burning the bridges of the railroad com- 
pany, tearing up their railroads for some three 
or tour weeks in succession, showing a disposi- 
tion to interrupt all communication between the 
East and West across that great thoroughfare; 
and, finally, that her Executive is aiding and 





been subjected to great inconvenience, and busi- 
ness men to unnecessary delay and expense, by 
reason of the difficulties at Erie, is not the ques- 
tion in controversy, but who is in fault for it, and 
where ought the blame to rest? 

Sir, some years since the State of Pennsylvania 
constructed a canal from Franklin, along French 
creek, a distance of eighteen and a half miles, to 
French Creek aqueduct, which was subsequently, 
by act of the Legislature, transferred toa company, 
with authority to build arailroad between Pittsburg 
and the harbor of Erie; but that road was never built, 
nor any part of it; but the company built a road 
from the Ohio State line to the city of Erie, two 
points separate and distinct from those fixed in | 
their charter, and over an entirely different route. 
And this is the road that makes the connection 
between Erie and Ohio, and is of the same gauge 
as the Ohio roads. The construction of this road 
the supreme court of Pennsylvania decided, more 
than a year ago, was without legal authority, and 
its use since that time could, therefore, have been 
entirely restrained by the Commonwealth; and it 
is now subject to such conditions and restrictions 


The connection between Erie and the State of 
New York, is made by what is called the Erieand 
and Northeast Railroad, the termini of which was 
fixed by its charter at the State line and the bor- 
ough of Erie, and one of the conditions of its in- 
corporation was, that ‘the said railroad shall be 
so constructed as not to impede or obstruct the 
free use of any public road, street, lane, or bridge.’’ | 
And at the time of building said road, the company 
applied to the city authorities for permission to lay 
their track within the limits of the city, so as to con- 
nect with the Franklin Canal Company’s roads. 
That permission, as I understand, was granted 
with the express condition that it might be re- 


| 
as the Legislature think proper to impose. | 
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a a 


the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to lay down | interest, save as it is at 


a track. But whatever differences of opinion 
there may be as to the right of the railroad com- 
pany, under their charter, to cross the township 
bridge at Harbor Creek, and run along the public 
highway, that doubt, it seems to me, must end at 
the eastern line of the original limits of the bor- 
ough of Erie. From that point to the State line 
of Ohio the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has 
never granted any franchise for the construction 
of a railroad. Between these points, then, the 
citizens of Erie are but resisting encroachments 


attempted upon their rights as citizens, and as | 


| members of a municipal government, by an asso- 


ciated company acting without any legal fran- 
chise. And though they may be guilty of some 


excesses in vindicating their rights, are they, or || 
| the party that attempts the encroachments, most | 

Had these companies been content to | 
remain quiet ull the meeting of the Legislature, | 
and then sought there for Jegal authority before | 
acting, there would have been no disturbance at | 


to blame? 


Erie, and travel and trade would have proceeded 
as heretofore, unmolested. 
public complain that there should be a break of 


necessity, be at one place or the other. 
road 
New 


inches; and the Pennsylvania gauge is four feet 
| eight and a half inches. It is, therefore, impossi- 


ble to pass from the northwest, through either 
New York or Pennsylvania, to the Atlantic sea- 
board, without a change of gauge. 

And is there any reason why the citizens of 
Erie or the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania should 


p | not avail themselves of the commercial advan- 
abetting mobs and rioters. ‘That passengers have 


tages of their local and geographical position, es- 
7 when they can do it without any obstruc- 
tion o 


any other section of the Union? How is trade 


and travel obstructed any more by a change of |) 


| gauge at Erie than at Buffalo, or any other point 


between the inland States and the sea-board? The 


| gauges which the different States have selected 


for themselves, without any action on the part of 
Pennsylvania, has made such change necessary. 
And all that Pennsylvania or any of her citizens 


| desire, is the simple enjoyment of the advantages 


| of her position. 


| any gauge. 


voked at any time by the city authorities. At | 


the time of putting down the track of this road | 
it was laid at Harbor Creek, some eighty or ninety | 
rods along a public highway, including the bridge 
over said creek, and that, too, under a protest of | 
the supervisors of the township, But the track, | 
as originally laid, remained unmolested till the | 
company commenced taking it up to change the 
guage, and then they were notified by the town- 
ship authorities, that if they took it up they would | 
not be permitted to lay it again on the public 
highway. 

And here is one point of conflict between the | 
citizens of Harbor creek township and the North- | 
east Railroad Company; and the other is within | 
the corporate limits of the city of Erie, where the | 
railroad company never bad any authority from | 


| 





She has no disposition to tax 
trade and commerce passing through her limits, 
nor to obstruct its cheap and speedy transit. 

All companies now acting under her franchises 
can lay such tracks as they think proper, and of 
She simply says to Ohio and New 
York, you have each free permission to bring 
your owr gauges within our limits, and join them 
either at Erie or at any point west of that. 
is the declaration of her Executive—this is the law 
of her statute-book. By this arrangement, all 
her rights and interests in her improvements al- 
ready constructed, and those in course of construc- 


tion, are secured, and that, too, without any injury || 


to the trade of her sister States, or any obstruc- 
tion to their intercourse. And because she is dis- 


posed to avail herself of the commercial advantages | 


of her position when she can do it without injury to 
any other section, a prejudice is attempted to be 
created against her citizens, and even the law- 
makers of the country talk of withholding the 
rights due her as a member of this Confederacy. 


While Pennsylvania is loyal to the Constitution || 


and laws of the Union, and faithful to her sister 
States, she is equally loyal and faithful to herself. 
And because her Executive, who is charged with 
the maintenance of her rights and her interests, 
is disposed to protect both, as well as the rights 
of the citizen, against unjust encroachments by 
companies acting without legal franchise, he is 
made the subject of misrepresentation and re- 
proach, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I reside in 
the West, and | would like to ask the gentleman 
a few questions. ° 

Mr. GROW. It would give me pleasure to oblige 
the gentleman from Illinois, but after the expe- 
rience I have just had in attempting to oblige a 
friend I cannot yield. Sir, what difference can it 
make to the West, and how is her interests 
affected, whether the change of railroad guage be 
at Erie or Buffalo? So far as any local interests 
are concerned this is simply a controversy be- 
tween Erie and Buffalo, in which the trade of the 
great West in its transit to the sea-board has no 


But why should the | 


commerce or trade, and without injury to | 


This || 





Jan, 19, 


present obstructed by 


| these difficulties. 


_ But is the Executive of Pennsylvania, and the 
citizens of Erie the party in blame for their exist. 
ence, as they conceive they have been resistino 
on? illegal encroachments and exactions by un- 
| authorized companies? Every decree of the State 

courts has been faithfully observed; and instead 
of confining this controversy to the State courts 
it was taken into the district court of the United 
States by the railroad company; and the citizens 
of Erie, acting under legal advice, disregarded itg 
decrees for want of jurisdiction. And the court 
when that question is fully argued, instead of de. 
ciding it, reserves the opinion, and imprisons the 
| citizens. And now one complaint against the 

Commonwealth is, that she imprisons the mar- 
shals and officers of the Federal court. Sir, she 
has the right, not only to imprison the marshals 
but the judges, when they act without the author- 
ity of law. The proceeding complained of js 
simply to test that question. It is a question of 
conflict between State and Federal jurisdiction, 
And from the time this controversy went into the 


| district court of the United States it was taken 
| gauge at Erie instead of Buffalo; for it must, of | 


The rail- | 
auge of Ohio is four feet ten inches; of | 
ork, six feet and four feet eight and a half | 


out of the hands of the Executive and of the State 
courts. 

No application has been made to them save in 
one instance, and in that case the decree of the 
court was enforced by State authority, and faith- 
fully observed by the citizens; and in no case has 
the Governor given encouragement to riots or 
breaches of the peace. 

Such are, in brief, some of the circumstances of 
| the controversy between the citizens of Erie and 
| the corporations to which I have referred. It is 
a controversy between the rights of the citizens 
and the privileges of a municipality and corpora- 
| tions acting without legal franchises. 

I have taken this occasion, sir, to make these 
' remarks, in order to correct the misstatement of 
facts which is calculated to do injustice to the ex- 
_ ecutive and judical officers of the Commonwealth 
|| of Pennsylvania, and injury to her citizens. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, obtained the floor. 

Mr. DEAN. Will the gentleman allow me to 
| make a simple statement? 
|  Mr.SMITH. I will yield to the gentleman for 
that purpose. 

Mr. DEAN. Iamunwilling the House should 
adjourn before a distinct answer is given to the 

uestion put to my colleague [Mr. Hueues] by 
the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Sranron,]} 
in reference to the course the friends of the Ad- 

ministration in New York will pursue relative 

to Nebraska. I understand the position they oc- 
| cupy is this, (I speak only from my own obser- 
| vation): they regard the compromise of 1850 asa 
| full and final settlement of the on agitation in 
|| Congress, and they are willing that the principles 
|| of that compromise shall be applied to any new 
| Territory that shall be organized, whether it be 
Nebraska, Cuba, or Sonora. 
| Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, then resumed the 
|| floor. 
Several Memsens appealed to him to yield it for 
| a motion to be made to rise. 

Mr. SMITH. I am not going to detain the 
committee more than a minute. I desire — to 
say that the gentleman from New York [Mr. Cort- 
_ inc] has made such an appeal to me that, under 
the circumstances, I cannot refuse to yield him 
| the floor, and take my chance of obtaining it again 
_ hereafter. 
| Mr. CUTTING here rose, and obtained the 
floor. 

Mr. SMITH. But as the hour is late, I ask 
er re to give way for a motion to rise. 

[Cries of **No, no!” **Go on!” and much 
ae ‘ 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman yield 
the floor for that purpose? 

Mr. CUTTING. I do. ‘ 

Mr. PERKINS, of New York. Then, withmy 
colleague’s permission, I move that the committee 
do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to, 

And the committee accordingly rose, and the 
| Speaker having resumed the chair, the Chairman 

[Mr. Orr] teported that the Committee of the 
| Whole on the state of the Union had, according 
_ to order, had under consideration the Union gen- 

erally, and particularly the annual message of the 

President of the United States, and the resolutions 
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of the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hovsron,} | desirous that it should go to the latter committee, S. Dickinson, or place New York forever in the 


proposing to refer the same, and had come to no 
resolution thereon. 
Mr. BRIDGES moved that the House do now | 
adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to, 
And thereupon the House adjourned until to- | 
morrow at twelve o’clock, m. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frivay, January 20, 1854. 
The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer | 
by Rev. Wituiam H. Mitsurn. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I would ask | 
if the joint resolution from the Senate, to increase | 
the force in the office of the Superintendent of 
Public Printing, is not the first business in order 


this morning? : 7, 
The SPEAKER. It is not, because it is a pub- 
lic bill, and this is private bill day. 


REFERENCE OF SENATE BILLS. 
rivate bills from the Senate | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


The following 


were taken from the Speaker’s table, read a first | 


and second time by their respective titles, and sev- 
erally referred, as indicated below: f 
A bill confirming certain land claims in Louis- 


iana, in the Bastrop grant. Referred to the Com- || 


mittee on Private Land Claims. 

An act for the relief of Joseph Gideon. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

An act for the relief of N. K. Warrington and 
C. St. John Chubb, executors of Captain Lewis 
Warrington and others. Referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Anact to incorporate the Pioneer Manufacturing | 
Company of Georgetown, District of Columbia. | 
Referred to the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

An act for the relief of Moses Olmstead. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

An act for the relief of Ezra Williams. Referred | 
to the Committee on Claims. 

An act for the relief of John Fagan. 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Judith | 
Worthen, deceased. Referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions. 

An act to reimburse td the common council of 
New York city expenditures made for the first 
regiment of New York volunteers. Referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

An act for the relief of Rebecca Freeman. 


Referred | 


Re- | 


ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- || 


sions. 
An act for the relief of Charles A. Kellett. Re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 
An act for the relief of James Dunning. Re-| 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 


An act for the relief of Charles Cooper & Co. | 


Referred to the Committee on Claims. 
The SPEAKER then stated that as there were | 
no further private bills on the Speaker’s table, the 
next business in order during the morning hour, | 
as the unfinished business of yesterday, was a bill | 
‘* granting the right of way to the St. Louis and 
Irou Mountain railroad through the arsenal, the | 
magazine, and Jefferson barracks tracts,’’ and that 
the pending motion was to commit the bill to the 
Committee of the W hole on the state of the Union. | 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported the following bills; which received | 
the signature of the Speaker: 

An-act for the relief of Lewis B. Willis, lete a 
paymaster in the Army of the United States; 

A joint resolution for the relief of Alexander P. | 
Field , late Secretary of Wisconsin Territory, and | 
sureties; and 

A pies resolution of thanks to General John E. | 

00 

| 


IRON MOUNTAIN RAILROAD. 


Mr. HAVEN. The Chair announced, a few 
minutes ago, that there were two motions pend- 


| 


ing in reference to the Iron Mountain railroad | 


bill—one to refer it to the Committee of the Whole | 
on the state of the Union, und the other to refer it 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. I under- | 
stand that the friends of the bill are willing and | 


ing that the 
Mr W 


| and I trust it will take that direction. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I withdraw the 
motion to refer the bill to the Committee of the 


| Whole on the state of the Union, so that it may 


go to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
The question was taken, and the bill was refer- 
red to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
PRIVATE BILLS. 


Mr. COBB. I do not know, Mr. Speaker, that 
we could do better than resolve ourselves into a 


|| Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. | 


This is objection day, and a few of the private 


| bills may be disposed of. 


A Memser. Not one, I am sure. 

Mr. COBB. 1 think otherwise. Several addi- 
tional bills have been reported from the com- 
mittees since last objection day. I have myself 
no bill upon the Private Calendar; but | desire to 


and Cox were appointed. 





| yeas and nays on the question. 

| TheSPEAKER. The Chair acknowledges that 

the gentleman from Ohio addressed the Chair be- 
fore the Chair made the announcement. 

Mr. EDGERTON. Then, Mr. Speaker, | want 


|| to have the yeas and nays taken on the question. | 
I would say to the House that the committee has | 


been in session this morning tll quite a late hour, 
and that not yet, since the commencement of this 


|| session of Congress, has there been one single day | 


devoted to the consideration of private business. 


|| Itis entirely useless, gentlemen well know, for the 
| committee to act on matters relative to them un- | 


less they are considered by the House. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
that as the gentleman from Ohio did not make his 
motion wun after the announcement of the result 
by the Chair, he is now late in doing so. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
| gentleman from Ohio is in time. He certainly 
| addressed the Chair very palpably before the 
| Chair made the announcement. The object of 


| 


|| the Chair is to execute the law with fairness; and 


| it admits that the gentleman addressed the Chair 
in time, and that the Chair did not allow him to 
make his demand as it should have done. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move, Mr. 
Speaker, that the rules be suspended, and that 
the House resolve itself into the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE.. 

So the rules were suspended, and the House 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Orr in the chair.) 





| mittee last rose it had under consideration House 
bill No. 49, ‘* to supply deficiencies in the appro- 
riations for the service of the fiscal year ies 
une 30, 1854;’’ and that the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Currie] was entitled to the floor. 
Mr. CUTTING explained and defended the 
position of the ** Har s’’ in New York, contend- 
were the true Democracy. 


(Mr. Currine,] and maintained that the position 





'| of the party in New York called ‘* Softs’’ were the || 


true friends of the Administration, and the regu- 
lar Union Democracy. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE then took the floor, and 
made some remarks in regard to the history of the 
New York difficulties. He endeavered to prove 


that there had been such an interference by the | 


Administration in the New York affairs as to 
create rnuch of the difficulties now dividing the 
Democratic party. 

Mr. PERKINS, of New York, likewise ad- 
dressed the committee; and in the course of his 
remarks, said if the State of New York ever ex- 
pected to become Democratic, Poy meme have to 
vote for the friends of William L. Marcy or Daniel 


et clear of As many of the private bills as we can. | 
Sacihe the motion that we resolve ourselves into |, 
|| aCommittee of the Whole on the Private Calendar; | 
|| and on that motion demand tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CiincMAN | 


The question was taken, and the tellers reported | 
|| —ayes 53, noes 67. 
| So the House refused to go into Committee of 
'| the Whole on‘the Private Calendar. 
Mr. EDGERTON. Mr. Speaker, before the | 
| result was announced, I was going to call for the | 


I submit, Mr. Speaker, | 


The CHAIRMAN stated that when the com- | 


BROOK replied to his colleague, | 


| hands of the Whigs. These two wings must come 

together, or Seward wil! rule the State. The 

« Harde™ and the “Silver Grays’’ cannot begin to 

cope with Seward. Those whose heads have 

grown bald and gray in the New York contests 
| will have to stand by those who have not mingled 
| in the conflicts. . 

(These speeches have been submitted to th 

speakers for revision, and will be found in the 
Appendix.] 

Mr. WADE obtained the floor. 

Mr. CUTTING. Will the gentleman frem 
| Ohio allow me to give a date? 

Mr. WADE yielded the floor. 

| Mr. CUTTING. The Wilmot proviso, Mr. 
| Chairman, was offered in Committee of the Whole 
| on the 8th day of August, 1846. Mr. Wright's 
| election came on in the November following; and 
| the Journal shows where the gentleman's [Mr. 
Westsroox’s| friends then stood. 

Mr. WESTBROOK. That Wilmot proviso 
was voted down in the Democratic convention. 

Mr. WADE again obtained the floor, but yielded 


| 
| 
| 


to 
Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the committee do now rise. 
| ‘The motion was agreed to. 
| TheCommittee accordingly rose, and the Speaker 
| having resumed the chair, the Chairman of the 
| committee reported that the Committee of the 
| Whole, according to order, had had the state of 
|| the Union generally under consideration, and par- 
ticularly the reference of the President’s message, 
|| and had come to no conclusion thereon. 


IMPRISONMENT OF CAPTAIN BEECHER. 


A message was here received from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, by the hands of Sidney 
Webster, his Private Secretary, transmitting a 
report from the Secretary of State, with accompa- 
nying documents, in pursuance of a resolution of 
|| the House of Representatives of the 3d instant. 
|| Mr. WALKER. What does the communica- 
tion relate to? 
| The SPEAKER. 


It relates to the seizure and 
imprisonment of Captain Beecher. 
Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. Then I move that 
| it be referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
| The question was taken, and the motion was 
| agreed to. 
ADJOURNMENT OVER. 
Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I move that 
when this House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on 
| Monday next. 
|| Mr DAVIS, of Indiana. 
| and nays upon that motion. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
| Mr. HENDRICKS. 
|| motion. 
| ‘Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was then taken, and there were, 

upon a dvhinpcapes 101, noes 45. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

A message was here received from the Senate, 
| by the hands of Mr. Macuew, its Chief Clerk, 
| informing the House that they had passed a bill 
|| of this House of the following title: 

H. R. No. 73. Anact explanator 
entitled **An act for the relief of 
| Roberts,’’ without amendment. 

And, also, that they had passed bills of the fol- 

lowing titles: 

S. No. 86. An act for the relief of J. Boyd, of 
| Louisiana; 

S. No. 100. An act for the relief of Mary C. 
Hamilton; 

S. No. 148. An act for the relief of Zachariah 
| Lawrence, of Ohio; 

And asking the concurrence of the House 
| therein. 

|, Also, that the President of the United States 
|, had notified the Senate, that he did, on the 18th 
| oe approve and sign bills of the following 

tities: 

| §. No. 28. An act concerning district courts in 
California. . 

S. No. 65. An act to continue in force the act 
entitled ‘‘An act to ascertain and settle the pri- 
| vate land claims in the State of California, and for 
other purposes.”’ 
| , 8. No. 81. An act changing the name of the 
| American-built steamer Falcon, to that of Queen 

City. 


I ask for the yeas 


I call for tellers upon the 


of an act, 
enjamin §. 





} 





—— 
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BILLS ON THE SPEAKER S TABLE. 

Mr. HOUSTON. There are a few bills upon 
the Speaker’s table, which I ask may be taken up 
and disposed of. It will not consume more than 
ten minutes’ time. 

The following bills from the Senate were then 
taken up, severally read a first and second time 
by their titles, and referred as indicated below: 

‘* An act for the extension of the preémption 
privileze in the State of California.’’ Referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

‘* An act to relinquish to the State of Wisconsin 
the land reserved for salt springs therein.’’ Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

‘*An act to divide the State of Ohio into two 
judicial districts, and to provide for holding dis- 
trict and circuit courts of the United States there- 
in.”? Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

‘* An act to provide for the establishment of the 
marine hospital at St. Marks, in the State of 
Florida.’’ Referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 


BOOKS TO MEMBERS. 


The SPEAKER. ‘The business next in order 
is upon referring to the Committee on the Library 
the resolution ‘*for supplying new members of the 
Senate and of the House of Representatives with 
such books of a public character as have been 
heretofore supplied.’”’ 

‘The question was then taken, and it was de- 
cided in the affirmative. 

The SPEAKER. The question next in order 
is upon referring the joint resolution ‘‘authorizing 
an increase of force in the office of the Superin- 
tendent of the Public Printer’? to the Committee 
on Printing. 

Mr. MURRAY. This resolution emanated 
from the Joint Committee on Printing. They 
have examined the matter, and recommend that a 
resolution of the kind should be offered and 
passed. f havea letter here from the former Su- 
perintendent of Printing, which I would like to 
have read for the information of the House, and 
which is in answer to one from the former Com- 
mittee on Printing. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
resolution be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and that it be 
printed. 


Mr. MURRAY. The resolution isa very short | 


one, and | would be glad to have it read. There 
is absolutely a necessity for increasing the force 
in the employment of the Superintendent, for the 
purpose of saving money to the Government. 
Ihe duties of the Superintendent of the Public 


Printing are very onerous; have been very much | 
increased since the office was created; and cannot 


be performed by his present force; and, therefore, 
I think there is an absolute necessity for the in- 
crease of force which he now asks. 

Mr. JONES. This office was created under 


the impression that the Superintendent of Pub- | 


lic Printing would discharge the duties of the of- 


clerks to assist him. 

Soon after, a joint resolution, or bill, was 
brought here authorizing the appointment of two 
clerks, with a salary each of $1,500 per annum, 
and a messenger. 
the House, but after some time it was recon- 
sidered, and authority was given for the proposed 
appointments. 

ow another reason comes before us for the 
appointment of two more clerks, with the same 


t first it was voted down by | 


salary as those already appointed, and where the | 


thing will stop [ do not know. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Never. 


Mr. JONES. I see in it a heavy and expensive 
bureau in embryo. I hope the matter may be 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, that the resolution may be 
printed, and that members may be able to know 
upon what they are called to vote. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man one question, for the purpose of information. 
I wish to know whether the necessity for this in- 
creased force does not arise from the fact that we 
have ordered the printing of 100,000 copies of 


another census book, which will devolve a large | 
amount of labor upon this officer? If these clerks | 


are demanded in consequence of the action of this | 


House, we are responsible for the expense inci- | 


dent to our own acts. 


| sistance. 


Mr. JONES. I do not know. I suppose if | 


those books had not been ordered the demand for 
the clerks would have been the same. I would 
suggest that perhaps the cause of their appoint- 
ment may be found in another direction. Certain 


men may have been promised office under the i give his personal presence in all these places, when 


_ the work is under way, to see that the contracts 
_are fully complied with. It is made his duty to 


new Superintendent. They are doubtles anxiously 
waiting for them. They may incur disappoint- 


ment unless these places are created for that pur- 


ose. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. It may be for that reason, 
but it may be in consequence of the order to which 
I have alluded, and which | voted against. It is 
for that reason, I am inclined to think, the resolu- 
tion should be adopted. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. With the per- 
mission of the chairman of the Printing Commit- 
tee, who is entitled to the floor, | will state the 
reasons why this increase of force in the office of 
the Superintendent of Printing is required. The 
law which created the office of Superintendent 
imposed upon that officer an immense amount of 
labor—so much, that it was physically impossi- 
ble for a single man to perform it. 

In the first place, it required that he should re- 
ceive from the Secretary of the Senate, and the 
Clerk of the House, all the printing which should 
be ordered by either branch of Congress, and de- 
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| are not executed here. 
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requires. Every gentleman knows that these maps 
Contracts are made jn 
Boston, New York, and Philadelphia, and the law 


_ is so rigorous in regard to the duty of the Super- 


intendent, that if he executes it properly he must 


| examine every single map, and see that it is upon 
| such paperas the contract provides. He must have 


a proper force here to attend to the business of his 
office while absent supervising the engraving and 


' printing of the maps, or else permit the public 
| service to go unperformed. 


1 
| clerks were allowed, but the labors of the office 
| have been nearly doubled from another cause. 


| the Superintendent or one of his clerks. 


liver it to the public printer. It also required that || 


he should receive from the various chiefs of De- 
partments and heads of Bureaus all the printing 
that might be — for their offices, and place 
that in the hands of the printer. It compelled 
him to supervise this printing as it progressed, 
and see that the work was executed in the style 
and manner provided for in the law. 

Gentlemen may understand something of the 
immense amount of work ordered by Congress 
during a single term, when I inform them that the 
books printed by order of the last Congress 
amounted to one million volumes. Independent, 
then, of the printing for the Departments, the Su- 
perintendent, under the law of 1852, was com- 
pelled to give his persona! supervision to the exe- 
cution of this immense amount of books, together 
with all the reports, bills, and small] executive doc- 
uments ordered to be printed. But the law also 
provided that the Superintendent should make con- 
tracts for and procure all the paper which might 
be required for the public printing, keep samples 
of the same, and see that none was received which; 
in all respects, did not conform to the contract. 

At the time the law referred to by the honor- 
able gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] was 
passed, and which gave to the Superintendent two 


| clerks, it was a matter of imperative necessity. 


It was utterly impossible for the Superintendent, 
in his own person, to discharge his duties under 
the law. He could not superintend the work, 
keep the various accounts required, and inspect 
and receive the work when executed, without as- 
It was a physical impossibility. Even 
the additional force thus granted, under the then 


. || existing circumstances, was found not to be suf- 
fice, and that it would not be necessary to employ 


ficient: It is true that the labor then to be per- 
formed was nothing like as great as it is now; but 
notwithstanding that fact, the force was inad- 
equate. Atthattimethe work of the Departments 
had not devolved upon the Superintendent, because 
the contracts which had been made by them had 
notthen expired. These contracts expired only 
during the late recess, and after the adjournment 
of the last Congress. Now, he has not only upon 
his hands the work ordered by the two Houses, 
but all that required to be done by the several De- 
partments, and it is no inconsiderable amount, I 
assure you. 

Besides, sir, since the increase of force in that 
office was granted by the late Congress additional 
duties have been imposed by law upon the Super- 
intendent; duties which he was not required to 
perform, and which add greatly to the labors of 
the office. I refer to the figst section of ‘* An act 
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of the Government for the year ending 
June 30, 1854,’’ which I now have before me. By 
this law, in addition to the duties | have before 
enumerated, it is made the duty of the Superin- 
tendent to supervise the binding of all the books 
which are directed to be bound, see that the work 
is properly executed, and receive and receipt for 
them from the binder. He is also required to su- 
pervise the engraving of maps, see that the work 
1s done properly, and upon such paper as the law 


But, not only have these additional duties been 
imposed upon the Superintendent since the two 


The public printing then was done by a single 
printer, and in but one office. Now there is a 
printer to each House, and consequently two 
offices. It is easy to see that the labors of the 
Superintendent and his clerks are greatly increased 
from this cause. The two offices are situated at 
opposite ends of the Avenue; but the work, as 
it progresses in each, must be supervised b 
But the 
paper for all the work done for Congress and the 
Departments is purchased by Government. It is 


| obtained in large quantities, and has to be taken 


| care of. 


It is fully as much as a single clerk can 


| do to receive the paper from the contractors, in- 


_ both printers to make. 


spect and weigh it, and take care of it. He has 
to deliver it to the printers as they require it, 
weigh it out to them, take their receipts for the 
same, and keep with them the proper accounts. 
He must be at the warehouse constantly, to sup- 
ply either office when paper is needed. Orders 
are constantly coming in from the several Depart- 
ments for small jobs, the paper for which must be 
supplied, without delay, by the Superintendent. 
In addition to all these duties, sir, the Superin- 
tendent is compelled by law to keep as-many as 
twenty separate books, and in these books are 
kept over one hundred separate accounts. He hias 
all the calculations of all the work executed by 
The law fixes the rate of 
payment by prices, and according to rules only 


| understood by printers, or, rather, not generally, 
| understood by others than printers. 


Such, sir, are the duties of the Superintendent 
of the printing, and how, in the name of common 
sense, are they to be properly executed, onerous 
and various as they are, by himself and two clerks 
only? As was stated by the honorable gentleman 
from New York, (Mr. Murray,] this matter was 
referred to the Joint Committee on Printing—of 
which the House Committee is a part—by the Sen- 


ate. The Superintendent and his clerks were pres- 


ent when the Joint Committee considered it, and we 
had a full knowledge of all the details of duty im- 
posed on them. Indeed, our duties, as members of 


| the Committee, bring us in constant intercoursewith 
them, and have abundant means of knowing the 
| difficulties and embarrassments under which the 


Superintendent labors for want of sufficient force. 
The committee were unanimous in the opinion 
that these clerks were needed, and the resolution 
now before the House was reported to the Senate 
by direction of the committee. 1 cannot see how 


| it is possible for the force now employed to exe- 


doing it, has 


cute properly the requirements of the law, and, 
therefore, urge the House to adopt this resolution. 

The public printing, under the present mode of 
een greatly improved, as all may 
see. The improvement is not only in the quality 


_of the paper used, but in the mechanical execu- 


tion of the work. IL aseribe all this to the pro- 


| vision of the law which subjects all the materia!s 
and the work to the inspection of an intelligent 


Superintendent, who must approve it before it Is 


‘received from the hands of the printer. Not 


only in this respect does the system work well, 


| but our printing now actually costs us one third 


less for the same amount than it did under the olt 
system. I am anxious to see the present — 
continued while it works so well, and should re- 
gret exceedingly that it should be embarrassed by 
any want ofa sufficient force to carry it out. These 
clerks asked for are absolutely needed, and | trust 
the House, without referring the resolution, wl! 
order it to be read a third time, and passed. 
Mr. DEAN. I hard!y think that the House !s 


"now prepared to voteon this question; and ther¢- 
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1854. 
fore move that it do now adjourn. The motion 
to commit, which is pending, will keep the joint 
resolution from the table. 
The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. ; , 
Thereupon the House adjourned (at fifteen 
minutes before four o’clock, p. m.) until Monday 
next, at twelve o’clock, m. 





Monpary, January 23, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Wittiam H. Micpurn. 
The Journal of Thursday was read and approved. 
Hon. Rosert Toomss, of Georgia, appeared | 
in his seat this morning. 


COMMITTEE CLERK. 


| 
| 
| 
IN SENATE. | 


Mr. PETTIT. LIask the unanimous consent 
of the Senate to introduce a resolution at this time, 
and I ask for its immediate consideration. The 
Committee on Private Land Claims, in view of the 
immense amount of business devolving upon it, 
and the quantity of writing which its members 
have to do as members of other committees, have 
directed me to submit the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Claims 
be authorized to employ a clerk. 


The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. FISH presented the memorial of Benjamin 
F. Cooper, in which he remonstrates against the 
passage of an act, entitled “‘An act to secure the 
right of citizenship to children of citizens of the 
United States born out of the limits of the United 
States;’? which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Also, a petition of Augustin Demers, nephew 
and only surviving descendant of Francis Chan- 
donet, praying to be allowed the commutation to 
which said Chandonet was entitled under certain 
resolves of Congress; which was referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. JOHNSON presented the petition of Eliza- 
beth C. Smith, praying for bounty land and three 
months’ extra pay, she having served in the army 
during the Mexican war, under the assumed name 
of ** Bill Newcom;”’ which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. EVANS presented the petition ofinspectors 
of customs for the district of Charleston, South 
Carolina, praying an increase of compensation; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. JONES, of Lowa, presented three petitions 
of citizens of lowa, praying that a grant of land 
may be made to aid in the construction of the 
Great Western Air-line railroad from Fort Wayne 
to Council! Bluffs; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. EVANS presented the memorial of Jane 
M. Rudulph, widow of Thomas C. Rudulph, late 
captain in the United States revenue service, pray- 
ing for a pension; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. DODGE, of Towa, presented three petitions 
of citizens of Clay and Fayette counties, praying 
for the establishment of a mail route from McGre- 
gor’s Landing to Bradford, in Chickasaw county, 
lowa; which were referred tto the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, three petitions of citizens of Iowa, pray- 
ing that a grantof land may be made to aid in the 
construction of the Great Western Air-line rail- 
road from Fort Wayne to Council Bluffs; which 
were referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, the memorial of Samuel M. Clendenin, 
praying compensation for services as clerk to Lieu- | 
tenant Ruggles in 1840; which was referred \‘o the | 
Committee on Military Affairs. 








| 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED, 


On motion by Mr. BELL, it was 


Ordered, Tguat the memorial of the legal representative 
of William Risswurm be withdrawn from the files of the |} 


Senate, and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary || 
Claims. 





On motion by Mr. JONES, of Iowa, it was 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of Colonel J. J. 
Anderson be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. JONES, of lowa, it was 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of Mrs. 





| 
i 
| 





| public lands to the several States and Territories 


| Hays, late a surgeon in the Army of the United | 
| States, praying arrears of pension. It finds that 


| from that committee to the Senate, and those re- 


| ports eoncurred in. The only report the com- 


| Adam Hays be rejected. 


| Strong, reported in favor of printing the same; 
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the Senate, in order that they may be presented in the 


On motion by Mr. FISH, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Thaddeus Scott, one of the | 
children of William Scott, an administrator of Susannah 

Scott, praying to be allowed the pension to which he alleges 
said William Scott was entitled under the act of July 7, | 
1838, be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and referred | 
to the Committee on Pensions. | 


On motion by Mr. BUTLER, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Mrs. Stewart, mother of | 
Captain James Stewart, and the memorial of Rev. Richard | 
Fuller, be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mt. FOOT. The Committee on Public Lands, 
to which was referred a bill making a grant of 


j 


of the Union, for the benefit of indigent insane 
persons, has had the same under consideration, 
and directed me to report the bill back with an 
amendment in the form of a substitate, in which 
it asks the concurrence of the Senate; and when so 
amended, it recommends the passage of the bill. 
I move the printing of the substitute and the re- | 
port. I desire to signify to the Senate my purpose 
to call up this bill for action at an early day. 

The motion to print was agreed to. 

Mr. FOOT. he Committee on Pensions, to | 
which was referred the memorial of David P. | 


| Weeks, has directed me to submit an adverse re- 
| port thereon; which report | move may be printed. 


The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. FOOT. The Committee on Pensions has 
had under consideration the petition of Adam 


this petition was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions at both sessions of the last Congress, 
and on both occasions adverse reports were made 


mittee now make, is a resolution that, without 
further examination of the papers in consequence | 
of those adverse reports, and the concurrence in | 
them by the Senate, the prayer of the petition of | 


Mr. FOOT, from the Committee on Pensions, | 
to which was referred the bill from the House of 
Representatives for the relief of William Blake, 
reported back the same without amendment, and | 
recommended its passage. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Commit'ee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the motion to print the 





| memorial of Samuel C. Reid in behalf of the 


claimants in the case of the brig General Arm- 


which was agreed to. 

Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the petition 
of Richard King, reported_a bill for his relief; 
which was read, and passed to a second reading. 


Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey, from the 


| Committee on Naval Affairs, to which was re- | 


ferred the petition and accompanying papers of | 
Daniel Myerle, praying compensation for losses | 
sustained in his efforts to introduce the mode of | 
water-rotting hemp into the United States, sub- 
mitted a report, accompanied by a bill for his re- 
lief; which was read, and passed to a second read- 


ing. 

The report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STUART, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the documents in 
relafion to the claim of Jonathan Kearsley, sub- 
mitted a report, accompanied by a bill to provide | 
for the final settlement of the accounts of Jona- 
than Kearsley, late receiver of public moneys at 
Detroit, and of John Biddle, late register of the | 
land office at that place; which was read, and 
passed to a second reading. The report was or- 
dered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the petition of William A. Burt, sub- | 
mitted a report, accompanied by a bill to enable 
the United Siates to make use of the solar com- 
pass in the public surveys; which was read, and 
passed to a second reading. The report was or- 


_ dered _to be printed. 


BILLS SIGNED. 
A message from the House of Representatives 
was received, by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announ- 


} cing that its Speaker had signed the following en- 


widow of Colonel Floyd, be withdrawn from the files of | rolled bills an joint resolutions; 
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An act explanatory of an act entitled ** An act 


— ee 


| for the relief of Benjamin S. Roberts;’’ 


A joint resolution of thanks to General John 
E. Wool; 

An act for the relief of Lewis B. Willis, late a 
paymaster in the Army of the United States; and 

A joint resolution for the relief of Alexander 
P. Field, late Secretary of Wisconsin Territory 
and sureties. 

Which were then signed by the President pre 
tempore. 

TERRITORY OF NEBRASKA. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. [ ask the permission of the 
Senate to submit at this time a report from the 
Committee on Territories in relation to the Ne- 
braska bill, which was set apart for to-day. The 
committee have had their attention called to the 
southern boundary of the proposed Territory of 
Nebraska, as fixed by the bill already reported, 
whieh is on the line of 360 30’. Their attention has 
been called by the chairman of the Committee on 
Indian A ffairs to the fact that that boundary would 
divide the Cherokee country; whereas, by taking 
the parallel of 37° north latitude as the southern 
boundary, the line would run between the Cher- 
okees and the Osages. We have concluded, there- 
fore, to vary the southern boundary, in order not 
to — the Cherokee nation by the terms of the 
bill. 

Then there are two delegates here who have 
been elected by the people of that Territory. They 
are not legal delegates, of course, but they have 
been sent here as agents. They have petitioned 
us to make two Territories instead of one, dividing 
them by the fourtieth parallel of north latitude— 
the Kansas and Nebraska Territories. Upon 
consulting with the delegates from Jowa, I find 
that they think that their local interests, as well 
as the interests of the Territory, require that the 
proposed Territory of Nebraska should be divided 
into two Territories, and the people ought to have 
two delegates. Sofar as I have been able to con- 
sult the Missouri delegation, they are of the same 
opinion. The committee, therefore, have con- 
cluded to recommend the division of the Territory 
into two Territories, and also to change the bound- 
ary in the manner I have described. 

We have prepared our amendment in the form 
of a substitute, to come in lieu of that which we 
have already reported. We have also incor- 
porated into it one or two other amendments, 
which make the provisions of the bill upon other 
and more delicate questions more clear and spe- 
cific, so as to avoid all conflict of opinion. I pro- 
pose to substitute this bili which I hold in my 
hand, for the one reported by the Committee on 
Territories. I merely ask now that it may be 
printed, so that Senators can see what it is. 

Mr.GWIN. Does the Senator propose to post- 
pone the consideration of the Nebraska bill? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Only for the purpose of 
having the substitute printed which I now offer. 
I do this at the request of various friends. 1 pre- 
fer myself that we should proceed to the consid- 
eration of the subject to-day; but various friends 
have asked for an opportanity to look into the 
bill, and therefore it is that I ask for an order for 
its printing. 

Mr. GWIN. Will the Senator call up the Ne- 
braska bill in the morning? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I intend to do so. 


Mr. MASON. I did not hear the honorable 
Senator from Illinois distinctly, and I wish to know 
whether the amendment he now proposes as a 
substitute is reported from the committee? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. It is. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I would ask the Senator from 
Illinois whether the committee has reported on! 
a single bill for both Territories, or a separate bil 
for each ? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. We put both Territories in 
one bill. If the substitute which I offer be printed, 
Senators can see precisely what the committee pro- 
pose to do. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Are the boundaries specified 
in each case? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Everything is specified. 

The motion to print was agreed to. 

The bill, as originally introduced by Mr, 
Dopae, of lowa, provides that all that part of 
the Territory of the United States, included be- 
tween the summit of the Rocky Mountains on the 
west, the States of Missouri and lowa on the east, 
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the 43° 30’ north latitude on the north, and the 
Territory of New Mexico, and the parallel of 36° 
30’ north latitude on the south, shall be organized 


to be construed to impair the rights of persons or 
sroperty now pertaining to the Indians in that 
lerritor 


extinguished by treaty between the United States 


and such Indians, or to include any Territory | 


which, by treaty with any Indian tribe, is not, 


y, 80 long as such rights shall remain un- | 


without their consent, to be included within the | 
territorial limits or jurisdiction of any State or | 


Territory. 


All such territory is to be excepted | 


out of the boundaries of Nebraska, until the tribe | 
shall signify to the President of the United States | 
their assent to be included. The usual provision | 
is made for the appointment of Executive officers | 
in the new Territory; and also for a Territorial | 


Legislature, a Judiciary, and a Territorial Delegate 
to the Congress of the United States. 

The Committee on Territories reported back 
the biil with a substitute, in which they thus de- 
fine the boundaries: ‘‘ Beginning at the south- 
west corner of the State of Missouri; thence run- 
ning west, on the line of 36° 30’ north latitude, 


until it intersects the 103d meridian of longitude | 
west of Greenwich; thence north, on the me- | 


ridian, until it intersects the 38th parallel of north 
latitude; thence west, on the said parallel of lat- 
itude, to the summit of the Rocky Mountains; 
thence northward along and upon the summit of 
said range of mountains to the western eee 
of the Territory of Minnesota; thence southward, 
on and with said boundary, to the Missouri 
river; thence down the center of the main chan- 
nel of said river to the State of Missouri; thence 
south, on and with the western boundary of said 
State, to the place of beginning.”’ The territory 
thus defined they propose to constitute a Terri- 
tory, and afterwards to be admitted as a State, 
with or without slavery, as their constitution 
may prescribe at the time of their admission; the 
power, however, being reserved to the General 


Government to divide this Territory into two or || 
The sub- | 


more, as Congress may deem proper. 
stitute, as the original bill, makes provision for 


the appointment of Executive officers, a Territorial | 
Legislature, a Judiciary, and a Delegate to Con- | 
gress. The seat of government of the new Terri- | 
tory is to be located at Fort Leavenworth, which 


is now a military station. The substitute con- 
cludes with this section: 


Seo.2l, And be it further enacted, That in order to avoid 


all misconstruction, it is hereby declared to be the true in- | 


tent and meaning of this act, so far as the question of slav- 


ery is concerned, to earry into practical operation the | 


following propositions and principles, established by the 
compromise measures of one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty, to wit: 

First. That all questions pertaining to slavery in the Ter- 
ritories, and in the new States to be formed therefrom, are 
to be left to the decision of the people residing therein, 
through their appropriate representatives. 

Second. That “ all cases involving title to slaves,’’ and 
** questions of personal freedom,’ are referred to the adjudi- 


cation of the local tribunals, with the right of appeal to the | 


Supreme Court of the United States. 

Third. That the provisions of the Constitution and laws 
of the United States, in respect to fugitives from service, 
are to be carried into faithful execution in all the “ organ- 
ized Territories” the same as in the States. 


_ The committee in their report say, that the prin- 
cipal amendments which they submit to the Senate 


are those in which the principles established by | 


the compromise measures of 1850, so far as they 
are applicable to territorial organizations, are pro- 
posed to be affirmed and carried into practical 
operation within the limits of the Territory. 

The substitute now submitted to create two Ter- 
ritories, provides that 


** All that part of the territory of the United States in- 
cluded within the following limits, except such portions 
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thereofas are hereinafter expressly exempted from the oper- | 


ations of thie act, to wit: Beginning at a point in the Mis- 
sourt river where the fortieth parallel of north latitude 
crosses the same; thence west on said parallel to the summit 
of the highlands, separating the waters flowing into the 
Green river or Colorado of the West from the waters 
flowing into the Great Basin ; thence northward on the said 
highlands to the summit of the Rocky Mountains; thence 
on said summit northward to the forty-ninth parallel of 
north Jatitude ; thence west on said parallel to the western 
boundary of the Territory of Minnesota ; thence southward 
on said boundary to the Missouri river; thence down the 
main channel of said river to the place of beginning, be, 
and the same is hereby, created into a temporary govern- 
ment by the name of the Territory of Nebraska.” 


Another section in the substitute provides that 


« All that part of the territory of the United States in- 
cluded within the following limits, except such portions 


THE CONG 


{| 





RESSIONAL 


thereof as are hereinafter expressly exempted from the oper- 
ations of this act, to wit: Beginning at a point on the west- 
ern boundary of the State of Missouri, where the thirty- 


| seventh parallel of north latitude crosses the same; thence 
into a temporary government, by the name of the || 


Territory of Nebraska; but nothing in this act is | 


west on said parallel to the eastern boundary of New Mex- 
ico; thence north on said boundary to latitude thirty-eight ; 
thence following said boundary westward to the summit of 
the highlands dividing the waters flowing into the Colorado 
of the West or Green river from the waters flowing into the 


Great Basin; thence northward on said summit to the for- | 
tieth parallel of latitude ; thence east on said parallel to the 


western boundary of the State of Missouri; thence south 
with the western boundary of said State to the place of be- 
ginning, be, and the same is hereby, created into a tempo- 
rary government by the name of the Territory of Kansas. 
The section providing for the election of a Del- 
egate is amen 
the Constitution, and all laws of the United States 
which are not locally inapplicable, shall havé the 
same force and effect within the said Territory as 
elsewhere in the United States,’’ the following: 


Except the eighth section of the act preparatory to the | 


admission of Missouri into the Union, approved March 6, 
1820, which was superseded by the principles of the legis- 
lation of 1850, commonly called the compromise measures, 
and is declared inoperative. 

There are other amendments that do not mate- 
rially affect the principle of the bill. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 


Senate a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, | 


communicating a statement of receipts and ex- 


penditures of the marine hospital fund for the | 


year ending 30th June, 1853; which was referred 


to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to | 


be printed. 


SENATE CONTINGENT FUND. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
to which was referred the act regulating the dis- 
bursement of the contingent fund of the Senate, 
and for other purposes, with the amendments 
proposed by the House, has instructed me to 
recommend the Senate to disagree with the House 
in their amendments except the last, and to re- 
port an amendment in lieu thereof. 


mend the Senate to concur in. I move that the 


Senate proceed to consider the amendments at | 


this time. 
The motion was agreed to. 


The amendments of the House, which the | 


committee recommend to be not concurred in, are 
the following: 

To strike out of the first section of the bill, 
which is as follows: 


** That all moneys which have been, or may hereafter be, 
appropriated for the compensation of members and officers, 
and for the contingent expenses of the Senate, shall be 
paid out of the Treasury on requisition drawn by the Sec- 
retary of the Senate, and shall be kept, disbursed, and ac- 
counted for by him according to law; and the said Secre- 
tary shall be deemed a disbursing officer, and shall be 
allowed the sum of $1,000 per annum as a compensation, 
over and above his salary as Secretary of the Senate, for 
the duties hereby imposed upon him,” 


the words ‘‘and offieers, and for the contingent 
expenses.”’ 


To strike out of the first section the following 
words: 

*¢ And shall be allowed the sum of $1,000 per annum, as 
a compensation, over and above @is salary as Secretary of 
the Senate, for the duties hereby imposed upon him.” 

In the second section of the bill, which is as 
follows: 

* And be it further enacted, That in lieu of the bond now 


required by law to be given by the Secretary of the Senate, 
he shall give bond to the United States, within ten days 


after the passage of this act, with one or more sureties, to | 


be approved by the Comptrollers of the Treasury,in the 


penal sum of $20,000, with condition of the faithful appli- | 


cation and disbursement of such funds as may be drawn 
from the Treasury under this act, which bond shall be de- 
posited in the Comptrollers’ office ; and it shall be the duty 
of each and every Secretary of the Senate who may here- 
after be chosen, tv give bond as aforesaid, within thirty 
days after he enters upon the duties of his office, and before 
making any requisition as aforesaid.”’ 

To insert the words ‘“ in addition to,” in place 
of the words “* in liew of.”’ 

In the second section, in the clause ‘‘to be ap- 
proved by the Comptrollers of the Treasury,” 
after the words *‘ by the”’ to insert “ first,’’ so that 
it shall make the bond to be given ‘* to be approved 
by the first Comptroller o 
also to insert ‘* first’’ before ‘* Comptroller’ 
it subsequently occurs. . 

The amendment which the committee propose 
to substitute for the amendment of the House is 
as follows: 


Sec. 3. nd be it further enacted, That it shall be the 


’ where 


GLOB 


ded by adding to the words ‘that | 


The Committee on Finance, | 


The last | 
amendment of the House the committee recom- | 


the Treasury;’’ and | 
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E. 
| duty of the said Secretary of the Senate to deposit ime 
moneys aforesaid which may come into his hands with a 
depository, who may be designated by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, for other disbursing officers in the city of Wash- 
| ington ; and all payments on account of the pay or mileage 
| of members of the Senate, and all payments of their officers 
| and for the contingent expenses of the Senate, shall be by 
drafts drawn by the Secretary on such depository. 

And the amendment of the House, which the 

committee recommend the Senate to concur in, 
| was to strike out the third section of the bill, which 
|| is as follows: 

‘* And be it further enacted, That the accounts of the 
Secretary of the Senate, of his disbursements of moneys 
on account of the contingent expenses of the Senate, when 
passed by the committee to audit and contro} such contin. 

| gent expenses, and certified to have been so passed by the 
chairman of such committee, shall be deemed and hejq 
conclusive by all the officers of the Treasury Department,» 


The report of the committee was concurred in. 


CAPTAIN GUNNISON. 

| Mr. JONES, of Iowa. I am directed by the 
| Committee on Pensions, to which was referred a 
resolution in relation to the subject, to report a 
|| bill granting five years’ half pay to the widow of 
| Captain Gunnison, which I am instructed to ask 
| the Senate to consider at this time. 

| The bill was read a first and second time by 
|| unanimous consent, and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of the In- 

terior to place the name of Gunnison, 
widow of Captain Gunnison, deceased, upon the 
list of pensioners, and pay her for five years, from 
|| January 1, 1854, half the pay to which her hus- 
|, band was entitled at the time of his death. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 
| amendment. 
| Mr.STUART. There isa blank which it is 
| necessary to fill, and with that view, and yet that 
| the bill may be acted upon at as early a date as 
possible, | move to postpone its further consider- 
ation until to-morrow. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. Let the bill be ordered 
to be engrossed, and we can pass it to-morrow. 

Mr. BADGER. ‘Mrs. Gunnison, widow of 
Captain Gunnison,’ will be definite enough in the 
| bill. 

Mr. CASS. That will sufficiently distinguish 
the person whom we propose to relieve. I do not 
think the clerks in the Department would stop it, 
though they stop almost anything. 

Mr. STUART. Iam willing that the bill should 
pass; but [ doubt whether it would, in sucha 
condition, pass through the Departments. 

The motion to postpone was agreed to. 


MILITARY ACADEMY. 

Mr. HUNTER. I am directed by the Com- 
| mittee on Finance, to which was referred the bill 
| from the House making appropriations for the 
support of the Military Academy for the year end- 
ing 30th June, 1855, to report it back with two 
amendments. I ask that, by unanimous consent, 
the bill may be considered at this time. 
| The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill. The amendments 
of the committee were to insert at the end of the 
bill the following: 


“For repairs and additions to professors’ quarters 


$5,000. 

*¢ For cavalry exercise hall, $20,000." 

Mr. HUNTER. Both these items are in ac- 
cordance with the estimates of the Secretary of 
War. The other items of the bill are also accord- 
ing to the estimate, in which these also were In- 
cluded, but were not placed in the bill by the House 
committee. The Committee on Finance propose 
to restore them. 

The amendments were agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I submit the following amend- 
ment to be added at the end of the bill: 

And be it further enacted, That the pay and emoluments 
of the sword-maste! shall be the same as those of the first 
| lieutenant of cavalry. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I will stateto the Senator that 
I was about to offer an amendment from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, which will be some- 
what more simple, embracing the ptofessors of 
drawing and French as well as the sword-master. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Letitberead. 

Mr.SHIELDS. “The amendment which I pro- 
pose will be to add the following as an. additional 
| section: 

Be it further enacted, That the compensation of the 


| professors of French and drawing be made equal to that of 
professors of the other departments, and the compensation 
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of the master of the sword be twelve hundred doliars per 
annom. 

Mr. HUNTER. I understand that the com- 
pensation proposed by the amendment to the 
sword-master 1s above what is proposed by the 
Senator from Texas, which allowed him the same 
as a first lieutenant of cavalry. 

Mr. SHIELDS. It is about the same, accord- 


ing to the present rate. 


a a 


Mr. HUNTER. I would prefer the amend- | 


ment of the Senator from Texas, because by the 
amendment of the Senator from Illinois, if the 


pay of the first lieutenant of cavalry is increased, | 
the pay of the sword-master would go up with it. || 


Mr. SHIELDS. I would not have the slight- 
est objection to thatamendment. This, however, 
is recommended by the Board of Visitors, and itis 
in conformity with their recommendation; and it 


is what has been recommended for several ses- | 


sions past. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I was not aware that it was 
the intention of the chairman of the Committee 
on Military Affairs to offer an amendment of this 


character, which I thought was ‘very necessary. | 


The pay which the sword-master receives at 
present 1s totally inadequate for the duty which 


he has to perform, and | offered my amendment || 


with a view to increase it. I am in favor of the 
amendment offered by the Senator, and I shall 
support it, and hence I withdraw the one which I 
offered. 

Mr. Suie.p’s amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was then reported to the Senate as | 


amended; the amendments were concurred in, the 
bill was ordered to be read a third time; was read 
a third time, and passed. 


. PAPAL NUNCIO. 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


is among the very few sovereigns of Europe who 
have contributed towards the monument now 
being constructed in this city to the memory of 
Washington. He hassenta block of marble, hal- 
lowed by its association with the relics of the Em- 


pire Republic, to make part of our national testi- | 


| monial to one whom to honor is to honor our 
| country and human nature. 
Now, sir, | have read with shame and regret 
the accounts given in the papers of the outrages 
| attempted against tke distinguished individual, 
| who has come here under the circumstances men- 
tioned. No American can contemplate them 
without indignation. Besides the scenes at Cin- 
cinnati, it is reported, upon apparently good 
authority, that three balls were fired through the 
|, windows of the house of the Archbishop of Bal- 
| timore, perhaps on Friday evening last, under the 
impression that this gentleman was in the room; 
and this morning’s mail from New York has 
brought us the information that when the Baltic 
| sailed, a day or two since, he was thoughtto have 
| been on board, and a large crowd of persons as- 
| sembled.at the wharf with hostile demonstrations, 
| and with an apparent intention to do him injury. 
| And I was shown, an hour or two since, a placard 


| which had been stuck up in various places in 
|| Wheeling, using the most inflammatory terms, 
' and invoking public violence upon this stranger, 
who is commended to us by his character and 
'| position. I have inquired of a near and dear 
relative now in Rome, who, from his situation, 
must know, as well as any man, the estimation in 
| which this Archbishop is held in hisown country, 
_ and he told me he was a man of the highest char- 
|; acter and standing, who had satisfactorily filled 
|| many important stations, and whose public and 
| 


private life was without blot or blemish. 


Mr. CASS. I submit the following resolution: | Sir, these outrages violate equally the rights of 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- || hospitality, the honor of the country, the su- 
ee hatte ee wh meth oem premacy of the municipal law, and the guarantees 
coatesetanianensaniads oan owe taken place with” ine jon | of the law of nations. Mr. President, these acts 
ernment of the Papal States touching a mission to the Uni- || of violence which override the laws, and which 
ted States. || too often pass away unpunished, do more injury 
Mr. President, as that is a mere resolution of || to the cause of republican institutions in the old 
inquiry, | suppose there eannot be any objection || world, than any other event, than all other events, 
to considering it at this time. || indeed, connected with our history and progress. 
The resolution was considered by unanimous || They are circulated with celerity and zeal from 
consent. the western shore of England to Siberia, and are 
Mr. CASS. Mr. President, I desire to say a || thus spread over Europe as proofs of the inca- 


few words explanatory of the reason for the intro- || ae of Republican Governments to protect the || 
‘li 


duction of this resolution. The Senate is aware | 
that a distinguished foreigner from the Roman | 
States arrived in our country some time since, and 

that he has been visiting different portions of it. | 


ves, persons, and property of their citizens. Our 
good reputation, upon this subject is essential to 
the progress of free principles. 





It is reported, and I believe correctly, that he is 
clothed with some mission, giving him a public 
character in thiscountry. I understand he is the 
Nuncio to Brazil, and that he has been instructed 
to stop in the United States, and to bear an auto- 
graph letter, as it is called, from the Pope to the 
President of the United States. It is a common 


procedure in Europe, and it is intended as a com--| 


pliment and a mark of good feeling towards the 
people of the United States. There is nothing in 


thearrival af this agent, whatever may be the char- | 
acter of his duties, which should give alarm to the | 


most ett sectarian. Hedoes not come in any 
sacer 


Prince, ruling over a considerable portion of Italy, 
and especially of that portion of it endeared to us 
by many a glorious recollection, where large num- 
bers of our countrymen are always residing, need- 
ing the protection of the Government, and with 
which we have important commercial intercourse. 
I understand, sir, that the proceedings which led 
to this mission were conducted in the most un- 
exceptionable manner. The American Chargé at 
Rome was sent for by the Cardinal Secretary of 


and he wasasked whether he thought the measure 
would be acceptable to the people of the United 
States. He answered, as he ought, that he had 
no doubt that the representative would be kindly 
received, and hospitably treated in our country, 
and that the step would be received, as it was in- 
tended, as complimentary to the people of the Uni- 
ted States. And I do hope, sir, that the pledge 


in our power. The Pope has given evidence of 


otal character, as the representative of the | 
Sovereign Pontiff, the head ofthe Catholic religion, | 
but he comes as the representative of a temporal 


[ understand, sir, that that atrocious tragedy 


|| which terminated in the death of Hugo Bassa, at | 


| Bologna, has been charged to this gentleman, and 
| has produced the excitement which has led to 
| these acts of lawless violence. I do not wonder 





| that a deed like that has aroused deep feelings of 
| indignation in this country. 1 can appreciate that | 
|| feeling fully. It has been called an execution, but | 
I call it a murder, and a foul, cold-blooded one. 
|, But | believe the distinguished gentleman to whom 
|| [ have alluded, had no more to do with it than 
you or I had, Mr. President. He was indeed the 
civil Governor of BBlogna at the time, but totally 
destitute of any power or authority. The Aus- 
trian forces had taken possession of the city, and | 


their commander had proclaimed military law, 
which, as we all know, prostrates all other au- 


thority whatever. The unfortunate Bassa was | 
seized, tried, condemned, and executed, while the 


| hour-glass was yet counting its sixty minutes, and 


|, by an Austrian military tribunal. Ido hope, in the 
|| ways of Providence, that this deed, deserving uni- 


; 
versal execration, will yet call down upon its per- 


| petrators a just and fearful responsibility. Why, 
|| sir, all who know the Austrian predisposition to | 
| revenge, under such circumstances of popular ef- 


| forts for the recovery of freedom, w:2ll know the 
State, and the intention was made known to him, | 


need no prompter to deeds of blood, and admit 


|no protector between their victim and their ven-— 
|| gednce. ; 

|| Lrepeat, sir, there is no palliative for the con- 
| duct which has been manifested towards this gen- | 
|| tleman, and I, for one, desire to call the attention 
| of the Senate to it, in the hope, also, that it will 
| attract the attention of the country. If the sub- 


|| ject of these remarks is here in a diplomatic ca- | 
thus given will be as sacredly redeemed as is now | 


pacity, hé is under the protection of the laws and 


Constitution of the United States, and we have a 


kind personal feelings towards the Rom of this || right to know how those laws have been executed 


country which entitles him to s 


223 


| sary legislative pemnenys That is our right and 
our duty; and the resolution of inquiry is there- 
fore within the legitimate scope of our authorities. 

Bat, after all, the best safeguard and security in 
cases of violent excitement is to be found in a 
wholesome public opinion. Like truth, it is 
mighty, and wil prevail in this land of freedom 
onl intelligence. hanks to the good sense and 
good feeling of the people, time is sure to bring a 
corrective for any erroneous impressions which 
may prevail. - Apprehension is felt lest violence 
should yet be offered to this guest of the nation. 
[trust not. I trust his exit from our country will 
be marked with the peaceful respect which is due 
to the sovereign he represents, and to the mission, 
originating in kindest feelings, upon which he was 
sent. And I cannot but express my fervent hope 
that all good citizens, wherever he may pass, will 
unite to prevent such disgraceful proceedings, and 
to assert the majesty and the supremacy of the 
law. Itis better to prevent than to punish; and 

| there are few improper public acts which cannot 
be prevented in this country by an energetic dis- 
play oon opinion. 

Mr. MASON. I have heard, with very great 
satisfaction, the expression of sentiment which 
has fallen from the distinguished and venerable 
Senator from the State of Michigan. If there is 
anything of which the American people should be 
proud, it is that they have a Government of law, 
as distinguished from a Government of force; and 
if there is any duty which every citizen owes to 
his country superior to any other, it is to take 
care that public sentiment everywhere should be 
in submission. Sir, | have seen, not only with 
concern, but with indignation, through the press, 
that this gentleman, be he whom he may, has 

| been met, in some of the cities where he has vis- 
ited, with insult and violence, threatening, as I 
| understand, his life. I do not know what his 
| mission is. I am glad, however, that the Senator 
| has introduced the resolution, in order that we 
/ may know whether he comes here in any accred- 
| ited form; because, if he is here as a guest of the 
| nation, he is entitled to the safeguard of the nation 
| within its broad limits. If he is not here in any 
| character to be accredited as the guest of the 
nation, then, although the protection of the Gov- 
| ernment cannot be extended to him, possibly the 
sentiments that may be expressed on this floor by 
the representatives of the States, may lead the 
|| turbulent and violent men who have been at fault 
to know that they are under a Government of 
law, and that if the arm of the civil authority 
either wants energy or is paralyzed, means may 
be taken to lead to its exertion. 

It is said that this gentleman comes from the 
Papal States. The honorable Senator has some 
reason to believe he is here, in some sense, asa 
guest of the nation. Be this as it may, he is a for- 
eigner, and I trust the American people never yet 
| have responded to the condition in which Rome 
once stood when her people had but one word to 
express stranger and enemy. Sir, the fact that he 
is a stranger and a foreigner entitles him to the 
| respect, the consideration, the courtesy, and the 

protection of every man in this nak until he 
ceases to deserve it; and if, in any way, he has 
made himself censurable by donde abroad— 
which I learn from the honorable Senator from 
Michigan is a calumny upon him—he is amenable 
to the authorities abroad, and to none here. I 
have seen, as I have said, with deep concern, the 
manifestations of popular sentiment, | know not 
from what description of people, evinced towards 
| this man, who, whether he be in any form here as 
a guest of the nation or not, is a stranger ina 
strange land, with whom the protection of the law 
should always go. I trust it will be extended to 
him; and if the fact shall turn out to be tliat he is 
entitled, because of his political relation to this 
country—for it is his political relation alone which 
we can recognize—to the safeguard of the country, 
I will go as far as any man in seeing that it is ex- 
tended to him. 

Mr. BUTLER. This subject was brought to 
my attention this morning bya friend. I confess 
that I was not surprised at hearing the details of 
the outrage which has been offered to the gentle- 
| mas whose name has not been mentioned here, 
\| but who has been sufficiently indicated. I wish 

distinctly, as a Senator of the United States, to 
\| Say upon this floor, if my voice may have any 








ialregard. He |) or violated, in order that we may apply the neces- |! influence abroad, that I am satisfied that conduct 
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of this kind has proceeded entirely from an 
irresponsible multitude, and that it does not have 


the sanction of the public opinion, or even the || 


popular opinion of the American people. These 
are exhibitions offensive, not only to national 
comity and hospitality, but they are disgraceful 
to the spirit of the age, and they offend the very 
spirit of that religion which is taught both to the 
Catholic and to the Protestant. And, sir, shall we 
violate that interrogatory propounded in our sacred 
volume, ‘*Doth our law judge any man before 
it hear him and know what he doeth?”’ No, sir; 
let us not sanction anything of this kind. I am 
glad it is condemned by so high an authority as 
my friends who have spoken on the subject, and 
I join heartily in the censure of the disgusting 
insults offered to this gentleman in Baltimore, 
New York, and, I believe, Cincinnati. 

Mr. DAWSON. Mr. President: It is merely 
for the expression of my individual opinion that 
[ rise. I have noticed, in the public prints, the 
treatment that this individual has received through- 
out several of the States of this Union. I have 
endeavored to ascertain the principle on which 
that feeling arose. [tis said, by the Senator from 
Michigan, that he is the representative of the 
Papal States; that he is a distinguished and 
worthy man. I care not whether he be the rep- 
resentative of the religion of his country, or 
whether he is here in the character of the repre- 
sentative of a political Power, on his way as Min- 
ister to Rio Janeiro or not, the national hospitality 
of this country has been stabbed. A stranger, a 
distinguished stranger, has been most unkindly 
and inhospitably treated, and the most unfortu- 
nate incident connected with it is, that there has 
been no feeling in the parts of the country where 
the disturbances arose to put them down. It 
seems as if the laws of the land, incertain sections 
of the country, are to be overrun by violence 
and combinations of individuals to defeat them; 
and, strange to tell, these combinations and con- 
spiracies against the law are not punished any- 
where. The liberty of the country is becoming 


so great that men can rise up in thousands, || 


and women unite with them, to put down the 
existing institutions, and to cower the men who 
may come before them, or who may be the 
object of their displeasure. What is the origin 
of all this? It is the failure to enforce the Con- 


stitution and the laws of the country, and the | 


neglect on the part of the people to keep that due 
subordination to law which every country must 
regard before its honor can be sustained abroad. 
But, sir, this goes to the world, the civilized world, 
as the hospitality of the American States; and the 
American character is injured by this course of 
conduct, But when we come to strip it of its cov- 
ering—and | take this occasion to say it to the 
world—we find that it is not the American char- 
acter that has been guilty of these violations. It 
is not the native citizens of the United States who 
have perpetrated these outrages upon a quiet 
stranger. In every instance, if the papers tell the 
truth, it has been the foreign influence of the coun- 


try that has been attempting to bring into degra- || 


dation the Constitution and the laws of the land; 
and from political, or other considerations, this 
influence is allowed to injure our qouairy in its 
character abroad from the apprehension of incur- 
ring the displeasure of the foreign people or citi- 
zens among us. It is time to tell the truth, and 
not be yielding to this kind of influence. 

Take the outrages from Cincinnati around to 
Baltimore, and | have heard of no American name, 
a native of this country, of character, connected 
with the transactions. Why, then, should gen- 
tlemen be so timid, or so fearful to express an 
opinion and say that this is not American feeling, 
or American hospitality? It is a violation of 
American hospitality by a foreign influence with- 
in our limits; and I, for one, shall never hesitate, 
or fear the consequences, politically or otherwise, 
of denouncing such conduct as inconsistent with 
the character of our country, and with our hospi- 
tality. 

I feel it is an obligation upon every Senator on 
this floor to rescue his own State from that which 
is so well calculated to damn its reputation. Sir 
I hesitate not to say that this gentleman could 
have passed through the State that I have the 
honor in part to represent without being subjected 
to one single act of outrage; and if such an act 
had been attempted by any part or portion of our 


_ people, the hospitable feeling of the rest of the 
people of the State would have prevented it. 

| Mr. BADGER. You can make the same re- 
| mark of the whole southern country. 

Mr. DAWSON. Yes, sir, | can say it for all 
| the southern States. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. 
| Maryland. 

Mr. DAWSON. It has not happened in the 
southern States strictly. These things are not 
properly attended to, All Sorts of isms, all sorts 
of feelings are combining themselves together, not 
in subordination to Jaw, but in subordination to 
feeling; and they are rising up everywhere and 

breeding social disorder and discontent throughout 
| every section of the country; and unless firmness 

characterizes the representatives of the people in 

Congress, the period will come when the people 

will combine and do as they please; and these in- 

surrectionary movements of all kinds will be car- 
ried on almost anywhere and everywhere. How 
is it to be avoided? The honorable Senator from 

| Michigan calls for information, and intends to say 
that in the event that the laws of the country are 
insufficient to put down this insubordination of 
conduct, we will amend the laws. 

Why, Mr. President, there is not a State in this 

Union where, if the laws wefe enforced against 
| persons who thus combine to commit outrages, 

the laws are not sufficient to put them down, not 

one. Itis the looking out for the elections—the 

disposition to carry the feelings of a certain class 

of the community with the politicians or with the 

party that yields to this influence that is much to 
| blame for them; and that is growing daily. 

But, sir, I did not intend to say as much as I 
| have said. I only rose to say, in conformity to 
the request of the Senator from Michigan, that as 
a Senator in Congress from the State of Georgia, 
| look upon these outrages with great regret, and 
also to add that they could not happen in the State 
which I have the honor in part to represent here. 

Mr, DOUGLAS. I regret that the Senator 
from Georgia should, in his condemnation of these 
transactions, have said that they could not have 
| occurred in a particular State, or a particular sec- 
| tion of the Union. I have no idea that they could 
have happened with the sanction or the approba- 
tion, or even the tolerance of any State in this 
Union, I believe, sir, that there is not a right- 
minded man in this country who does not feel 
humbled as an American citizen, that such acts of 
violence should have occurred anywhere in our 
country. There certainly can be but one opinion, 
and but one sentiment on this subject, North or 
South, East or West. 

It may be, sir, that the greatest violence has 

occurred in particular localities, and this tends to 
| fix a higher disgrace upon those immediate locali- 
| ties than upon the whole country; yet we all par- 
ticipate in the disrepute that is brought upon the 
country by it. I apprehend, too, that it cannot be 
said that ome section or another section of the 
country is entirely exempt or alone guilty. I 


It has happened in 


regret to say that it has occurred in the great | 


West, which I believe is as layal to the Constitu- 
| tion and laws as any part of the Union. I regret 
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[Mr. Dawson] has given to it; without, however 
intending, I am sure, to do injustice to anv other 
jae of the country. I agree with the Senator from 
illinois, who has just taken his seat, in believine 
that the feeling on this subject, spontaneously 
arising in every well-regulated mind, is not bounded 
by any sectional lines—that it does not exist more 
in one part of the country than another. 

The Senator from Georgia says that this gen- 
tleman could pass with safety through his State: 
and the Senator from North Carolina {[Mr. Bap. 
cer] adds to it the suggestion, throughout the 
whole southern country, without the slightest out- 
rage or mark of disrespect. J have not the least 
doubt of it, sir; but with respect to my own sec- 
tion of country, | can say that he has already been 


there. I have had the pleasure of making his 


personal acquaintance; I have met him in the most 
respectable circles in that part of the country, and 
I have seen him universally considered and treated 
as entitled to every mark of respect and hospi- 
tality which can be shown to a distinguished stran- 
ger. 

Sir, he comes to us in the highest character 
which a man can wear in a civilized community. 


| He comes to us under the shield of the law of na- 


tions. He isclothed with a diplomatic character 
not indeed accredited to this country, but to an- 
other foreign country with which we are at peace, 
He bears with him, as I understand, an autograph 
letter from the chief of his own Government—a 
Government with which we have friendly rela- 
tions, and at whose Court we are represented by 
a relative of the distinguished Senator from Mich- 
igan. He comes to us, sir, in a*still higher ca- 
pacity, under a still stronger protection—that of 
the stranger, that of the inoffensive traveler, that 
of the sojourner, who demeans himself peaceably 


| among us, obeying our laws, and trusting to be 
| protected by them. Sir, itis not necessary, surely, 


| to add further titles of respect. 


( c If it were, I might 
say that he is an object of respect—perhaps I may 
even say veneration—to the great religious com- 


| munion to which he belongs, and which, in this 


country, where we have no religious establish- 
ments, stands in the eye of the law upon an equal 
footing with every other communion, and every 


| other form of our common Christian belief. 


‘dents of this gentleman. 


Well now, sir, | know nothing ox the antece- 
[ am willing to take 
them from the testimony of the honorable Senator 
from Michigan, who tells us that his relative, the 


| accredited representative of this Government to 


the Government of which this gentleman is a 
diplomatic representative, speaks of him in the 
highest terms as a good citizen, and as a person 
justly enjoying the confidence of his Government. 
What more, sir, prima facie, can we want or 
can we ask? And surely we all know that since 
he has been in this country, he has neither uttered 


/a word nor done an act that affords the color of a 


justification—rather than let me say of provoca- 


| tion—for the unmanly assaults of which he has 
| beer the object. 


to say that it has occurred in the southern States, || 


within a few miles of this Capitol, and therefore 
we cannot say that either the one section or the 
other is entirely exempt. Nor am | willing it 


the other approve of, or acquiesce in, such con- 
duct, 

I am at a loss at this time, not having expected 
the question to come up, to say what we ought to 
do; but I believe I hazard nothing in saying that 
there is not a man in this body who does not feel 
humbled and indignant that such transactions 
should have occurred, to bring disgrace upon the 
country in the eyes of the whole world. We all 
feel the humiliation, and | trust we are willing to 
perform whatever duty belongs to us in arresting 
it, so far as our power extends, 

Mr. EVERETT. Mr. President, this subject 
comes before the Senate without any previous 
knowledge on my part. The distinguished Sen- 
ator from Michigan a few moments ago mentioned 
to me his purpose of offering a resolution to the 
Senate, and did me the honor to express the wish 
that I should say what might occur to me on the 


subject. I do it cheerfully ; and I am the rather 


| aspect which my excellent friend from Georgia 


induced to do so from the somewhat sectional | 


Now, I must say that if it were a question of 
legislation, no new enactments can be necessary 
to secure to such an individual the protection of 
our laws. Sir, if public sentiment cannot do it, 


_no form of legislation can do it; and I will not 
think so meanly of the public sentiment of this 


. _ country as to believe that any further legal provis- 
should be inferred that either the one section or || 


ion is peratelie to extend the protection of the 
common laws, which secure the rights of every 


| individual, to a stranger and foreigner of this 
| character, coming among us under these circum- 


stances. Why, sir, if this is not the state of 
things in this country, every individual concerned 
in these acts of lawless outrage, or affording them 
countenance and encouragement, is himself guilty 
of an offense against the fundamental principles 
of civilized society, more dangerous in its conse- 
quences than is charged—I believe most unjustly, 


| and without foundation—upon this gentleman, 


whose character has now in some degree come be- 
fore the Senate. If we cannot strengthen public 


| sentiment to the point of affording protection to a 


person of this character in this country, we should 
make ourselves worse citizens than this stranger 
is represented to be, most unjustly, as I believe, 


on the authority which has been given io us. 


I therefore rejoice that an opportunity has been 
afforded in this Senate to do whatever can be done 
by the expression of opinion on all sides of the 

ouse, to strengthen the arm of the law, by 


